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*  *  *

istoriuli movlenebis logikur kavSirze bevri dawerila da mravali sagulisxmo daskvna gakeTebula. war-

suli, awmyo da momavali erTmaneTTan mWidro kavSirSia da maTi urTierTdamokidebuleba istoriul movlenaTa 

Taviseburebebs gansazRvravs. 

XX saukunis bolos sabWoTa imperiis dasusteba da rRveva daiwyo, ris Sedegadac dadga gansxvavebuli geo-

politikuri realoba, rogorc aRmosavleT evropaSi, ise TiTqmis mTel aziaSi. iwyeba axali saxelmwifoebis 

warmoqmnisa da politikur ZalTa xelaxali gadanawilebis Seuqcevadi procesi. am boboqar istoriul periodSi 

saqarTvelom damoukideblobis gamocxadeba da axali suverenuli saxelmwifos mSeneblobis dawyeba moaxerxa, 

Tumca es gza, romelic bevrs metad martivad warmoedgina, Zalian mZime da tragikuli aRmoCnda. saqarTvelos 

damoukideblobis gamocxadebisTanave naTeli gaxda, rom qveynis teritoriuli mTlianobisa, Tu suverenitetis 

SenarCuneba did politikur gamocdilebasa da Sesabamis nabijebs moiTxovda. saaSkaraoze gamovida separatizmis 

problema qveynis or istoriul nawilSi - cxinvalis regionsa (samaCablo, yofili samxreT oseTis avtonomi-

uri sabWoTa socialisturi olqi) da afxazeTis avtonomiur respublikaSi (yofili afxazeTis avtonomiuri 

sabWoTa socialisturi respublika). orive SemTxvevaSi separatistulad ganwyobil Zalebs mxars uWerdnen da 

marTavdnen ruseTis reaqciuli Zalebi. yovelive aman saTave daudo saqarTvelo-ruseTis omis axal etaps, rome-

lic periodulad SeiaraRebul konfliqtSi gadaizrdeboda xolme. Sedegad miviReT danawevrebuli saqarTvelo, 

romlis teritoriebis 20 procenti ruseTis federaciis mier aris okupirebuli. amasTanave, afxazeTis avtono-

miuri respublika da cxinvalis regioni (samaCablo) ruseTma aRiara rogorc damoukidebeli saxelmwifoebrivi 

erTeulebi. samwuxarod, am aRiarebas ramdenime saxelmwifoc miuerTda.

arsebuli realoba ar SeiZleba, mxolod XX saukunis miwurulis politikuri cxovrebis Sedegad miviCni-

oT. is ori saukuniT adre daiwyo, am drois ganmavlobaSi saqarTvelosa da ruseTs Soris aTeulobiT samxedro 

dapirispireba xdeboda, aseve mkacri sadamsjelo RonisZiebebi xorcieldeboda im afxazebis mimarT, romlebic 

saqarTvelos damoukideblobisaTvis warmoebul brZolaSi qarTvelebTan erTad monawileobdnen.

mTeli am xnis ganmavlobaSi ruseTi saqarTvelos ganuyofeli nawilis - afxazeTis misaerTeblad mravalmx-

rivi mimarTulebiT ibrZoda. bunebrivia, mis mizanSi, am teritoriaze arsebuli istoriul-kulturuli faseu-

lobebic moeqca, romlebzec maTi warmomavlobis damadasturebeli uZvelesi qarTuli warwerebi Tu freskebi 

iyo SemorCenili.
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saqarTvelo erT-erTi uZvelesi qristianuli qveyanaa. rogorc cnobilia, qristianoba saqarTveloSi I 

saukunis 50-70-ian wlebSi mociqulebma - andria pirvelwodebulma, svimon kananelma da mataTam iqadages. moci-

qulebi mataTa da svimon kananeli saqarTveloSi arian dakrZalulebi: mataTa - aWaraSi, xolo svimon kananeli 

afxazeTSi.

saqarTvelos teritoriaze daaxloebiT 8000-mde eklesia-monasteria. afxazeTSi SemorCenili qristianuli 

arqiteqturis Zeglebi garkveuli TaviseburebebiT xasiaTdeba, magram amave dros saerTos poulobs aRmosav-

leT da dasavleT saqarTvelos Tanadroul ZeglebTan, radgan isini erT eTnokulturul wiaRSia Seqmnili. maTi 

umetesoba Setanilia saqarTvelos kulturuli memkvidreobis ZeglTa nusxaSi.

1993-2008 wlebSi ruseTis mier afxazeTis teritoriis okupaciis Semdeg, 350 000-ze metma adgilobrivma, 

umetesad qarTvelma mosaxleobam datova istoriuli sacxovrisi. Sesabamisad, afxazeTSi eTnikuri suraTi xe-

lovnurad Secvala. yovelive amis Semdeg okupantebma ganagrZes winamorbedTa mier dawyebuli saqme - afxazeTis 

geografiul saxelwodebaTa transformacia - toponimikis cvla. amasTanave rusul yaidaze gadawyobis mizniT 

taZrebisa da eklesiebis interierisa Tu eqsterieris Secvla an ganadgureba. yovelive es mimarTuli iyo da 

aris afxazeTSi qarTvelTa istoriuli kvalis waSlisaken, istoriis falsifikaciisaken, afxazeTSi darCenili 

adgilobrivi mosaxleobis, maT Soris afxazebis garusebisa da mxaris sabolood asimilaciisaken.

winamdebare krebulSi, Sesulia gansakuTrebuli istoriul-kulturuli mniSvnelobis mqone Zeglebi, mas 

Tan erTvis afxazeTis im ZeglTa nusxa, romelTac saqarTvelos erovnuli mniSvnelobisa da kulturuli mem-

kvidreobis Zeglis statusi aqvT miniWebuli. krebulis gamocema mcdelobaa Cveni megobari qveynebis moqalaqeebs, 

afxazeTis sakiTxiT dainteresebul pirebs, specialistebs mivawodoT mokle informacia, imis Sesaxeb, Tu ra 

kulturuli memkvidreobaa okupaciis zonaSi da Tu ra vandaluri qmedebebi ganxorcielda maT mimarT, Tu ra 

safrTxeebia afxazeTSi momavalSi mosalodneli Tu arsebuli mdgomareoba SenarCunda.

Cven imeds vitovebT, rom saerTaSoriso Tanamegobrobis da saerTaSoriso organizaciebis daxmarebiT, afx-

azeTSi qarTuli kulturuli memkvidreobis ganadgurebis SeCereba moxerxdeba, rameTu migvaCnia rom, es ara 

marto qarTvelTa da afxazTa simdidrea, aramed mas zogadsakacobrio kulturuli mniSvneloba gaaCnia, rameTu 

igi msoflios civilizaciis ganuyofeli nawilia.

*  *  *

A lot has been written about the logic liaison of historical events and plenty of significant conclusions have been made 
consequently. Present and future are tightly linked with each other and their interrelation defines the peculiarities of historical 
events. 

By the end of the 20th century, the weakening and destruction of the Soviet Union started, as a result of which a different 
kind of political reality emerged in Eastern Europe as well as in almost whole Asia. Thus, an irreversible process of appearing 
the new states and redistribution of the political powers began. In this rough period, Georgia managed to declare independence 
and begin to construct a new sovereign republic. However, this road that many had envisaged to be very simple turned out to 
be extremely difficult and tragic. It became clear shortly after the declaration of the Independence that the maintenance of the 
state territorial integrity and sovereignty would require considerable political experience and adequate steps to be taken. The 
problem of separatism was emerged in two historical parts of Georgia – Tskhinvali region (Samachablo, former Soviet Social-
istic District of Autonomous South Ossetia) and in Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia (former Soviet Socialistic Republic of 
Autonomous Abkhazia). In both regions, separatists were backed and managed by reactionary Russian forces. All this prepared 
a fertile ground for the new stage of Russian-Georgian war, which from time to time grew into armed conflict. As a result of this, 
we received a broken up Georgia, 20% territory of which is occupied by Russia. Besides, the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia 
and Tskhinvali region (Samachablo) were acknowledged by Russia as independent states. Unfortunately, some other countries 
have also shared this recognition. 

The current reality should not be considered as the consequence of solely the political life of the end of the 20th century. 
It began two centuries earlier. Within this period, tens of military confrontations had taken place between the two countries, as 
well as strict punitive actions were carried out against those Abkhazians who participated side by side with Georgians in the 
fight for Georgian independence. 

Within all this period, Russia fought in multiple directions in order to bring Abkhazia – inseparable part of Georgia - under 
its control. Naturally, Russia was also targeting at historical-cultural values of the mentioned territory, on which the ancient 
Georgian inscriptions and mural paintings dating back to consequent epochs have been preserved. 

Georgia is one of the most ancient Christian countries. It is commonly known that in the 50-70s of the first century, Chris-
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tianity was preached here by the Apostles Andrew, Simon and Matata. The last two are buried in Georgia – Matata – in Adjara 
and Simon – in Abkhazia. 

There are almost 8000 churches and monasteries in the whole Georgia. The Christian architectural monuments that have 
reached the modernity in Abkhazia are characterized by certain peculiarities. However, they have something in common with 
contemporary monuments of Eastern and Western Georgia as long as they had been constructed in one and the same ethno-cul-
tural environment. The majority of them is included in the list of Cultural Heritage Monuments of Georgia. 

In 1993-2008, following the Abkhazian occupation by Russia, over 350 000 locals, mainly of Georgian ethnicity, quit their 
historical homeland. Consequently, the ethnic picture of Abkhazia was artificially changed. After that, the occupants carried on 
the business started by their predecessors – transforming the geographic names of the Abkhazian territory. Here with the inten-
tion to convert everything to the Russian manner, they are started to change or destroy the interiors and exteriors of churches. 
All these efforts were and are directed to demolishing the historical trace of Georgians, to the falsification of history, to the rus-
sification of the local population, including Abkhazians, and to the final assimilation of the region. 

In the upcoming collection, monuments of particular historical-cultural importance have been included. Attached is the 
list of those shrines of Abkhazia that have been conferred the status of National Importance Monument and Cultural Heritage 
Monument. By publishing this compilation, we try to give short information to the citizens of our friend countries, as well as to 
those who are interested in the issue of Abkhazia, and specialists too, about the cultural heritage that is located in the occupied 
territory and tell them what kind of vandal activities were carried out towards them, as well as about the feasible threats in future 
if the Status Quo is retained. 

We hope that by means of the aid of international commonwealth and respective organizations, it will become possible to 
stop the process of destroying the Georgian cultural heritage in Abkhazia as long as we believe that this is not only the richness 
of Georgians and Abkhazians but also, they possess universal cultural significance, for they are inseparable parts of the world 
civilization. 

 

afxazeTis dolmenebi

aRmoCenis adgili: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtono-

miuri respublika, soflebi - eSera, azanTa, oTxara, 

aWandara, gorana, yulanurxva, Sroma; dous uReltex-

ili, mdinare fsous xeoba da sxva. 

aRwera: dolmenebi uZvelesi megaliTuri samarxi 

nagebobebia, romlebic aRmoCenilia afxazeTis teri-

toriaze. afxazeTis uZvelesi dolmenebi adre brin-

jaos xanisaa. maTi mSenebloba Zv. w. III aTaswleulis 

II-naxevarSi daiwyo. am xanis afxazeTis dolmenebi mom-

cro da tlanqad nagebia. Sua brinjaos xanis (Zv. w. II 

aTaswleulis I naxevari) dolmenebi ki ufro mozrdi-

li da ukeT nagebia.

arqeologiurad yvelaze ukeT Seswavlilia sofel 

eSeraSi aRmoCenili dolmenebi. afxazeTis dolmenebi 

agebulia oTx-oTxi vertikalurad dayenebuli masi-

uri brtyeli qvisagan da aseTive qviTaa gadaxuruli 

(calkeuli qvebis wona 50 tonas aRemateba). zog dol-

mens iatakadac qvis fila aqvs. afxazeTis dolmenebis 

gegma trapeciis formisaa. wina farTo kedelSi, rome-

lic upiratesad moqceulia samxreTiT an samxreT-aR-

mosavleTiT, gamoWrilia 0,4 m. diametris mrgvali 

xvreli, romelic qvis sacobiT ixureboda. gverdiTa 

kedlebsa da iatakis qvebze simkvrivisaTvis xSirad na-

ribandebia amokveTili kedlebis gaswvriv, garedan ki 

didi qvebia Semowyobili. 

DOLMENS OF ABKHAZIA

PLACE OF DISCOVERY: Georgia, the Autonomous Re-
public of Abkhazia, the villages of Eshera, Azanta, Otkhara, 
Achandara, Gorana, Kulanurkhva, Shroma, Dou Pass, river 
Psou gorge and elsewhere and etc.

DESCRIPTION: It seems likely that dolmens were family 
burials, discovered in Abkhazian territory. The construction of 
the earliest dolmens of Abkhazia began in the second half of 
the 3rd Mill. Better built and vaster in size are dolmens built in 
the Mid Bronze Age (first half of the 1st Mill. B.C.) 

Eshera dolmens are best studied archaeologically. Dol-
mens of Abkhazia were constructed of four (on each side) 
massive flat stones set vertically and roofed by the similar 
stone (weight of individual stones exceeds 50 t.). Some dol-
mens are provided with a stone slab on the floor. The dolmens 
are of a trapezoid plan. A round hole (diameter – 0,4 m.) is 
cut in the wide front wall, which is predominantly oriented 
towards South or South-East. The hole was locked with a stone 
plug. Halved joints, arranged for the sake of solidity, are often 
found on the lateral walls and floor slabs, from the outside, 
large stones are edged around the walls.

In the Dolmens apart from disorderly scattered bones 
have been found axes, spear tips, a variety of headpieces, pot-
tery and etc.
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dolmenebSi, garda uwesrigod mimofantuli Zv-

lebisa, aRmoCenilia culebi, Subispirebi, samkaulebi, 

Tixis WurWeli da a.S.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: dolmenebis didi nawili 

axla sruliad mouvlelia, ris gamoc arsebobs maTi 

ganadgurebis safrTxe. afxazeTis dolmenebis calkeu-

li eqsponatebi daculia saqarTvelos erovnul muze-

umSi.

afxazeTis dolmenebs miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos 

erovnuli mniSvnelobis Zeglis statusi

CURRENT CONDITION: Today, a large part of dolmens is 
neglected and there is a threat of their destruction. The Sepa-
rate exhibits are kept at the Georgian National Museum.

DOLMENS HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS OF 
NATIONAL IMPORTANCE MONUMENT
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SOKHUMI STELLA

PLACE OF DISCOVERY: Georgia, the Autonomous Re-
public of Abkhazia, Sokhumi municipality, near of the river 
Besleti.

DESCRIPTION: Sokhumi Stella is a grave stone, which 
was made of the marble and was found in 1953 at the estu-
ary of the river Besleti and Black Sea, in the old part of the 
town now covered with the sea. Stella (Height 157; Width 
92), is square and had three figures on it. The dead is de-
picted seated in the armchair. His right hand entwines a 
naked child, who is located at his knees. At the background 
is depicted a young woman clad in the Antique peplum. She 
has a small box in her left hand; probably the jewels given 
to the dead are placed there. This is the scene of bidding 
farewell to the dead person. The whole composition, décor 
and the technique is typical to the early antique art and must 
be dated from the 430-420 B.C. The whole composition of 
the Stella is made under the influence of the antique style. 
The Stella must have been made for a Greek man and was 
erected on his grave. This fact proves the existence of the 
important caste of the Greek newcomers in Sokhumi.

CURRENT CONDITION: Stella is kept at the museum of 
Sokhumi. It is impossible to study, because the territory is 
currently occupied by Russia.

soxumis stela

aRmoCenis adgili: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtono-
miuri respublika, soxumis municipaliteti, mdinare 
besleTis maxloblad.

aRwera: soxumis stela warmoadgens saflavis qvas, 
igi marmarilosgan aris damzadebuli da aRmoCenilia 
1953 wels md. besleTisa da Savi zRvis SesarTavTan, amJa-
mad zRviT dafaruli uZvelesi qalaqis nawilSi. stela 
(simaRle 157 sm; sigane 92 sm) oTkuTxaa, samfiguriani. 
micvalebuli gamoxatulia savarZelSi mjdomare poza-
Si. marjvena xeli moxveuli aqvs ymawvilze, romelic 
mis muxlebTanaa daCoqili. ukana fonze gamosaxulia an-
tikur peplosSi gamowyobili axalgazrda qali, romel-
sac marcxena xelSi uWiravs patara yuTi, savaraudod, 
micvalebulisTvis Casatanebeli samkauliT. miiCneva, 
rom es aris micvalebulTan gamoTxovebis scena. mTeli 
kompozicia, dekori, damzadebis teqnika tipuria adre-
antikuri xanis xelovnebisTvis da daTariRebulia Zv.w. 
430-420 wlebiT. stelis mTeli kompozicia antikuri 
gavleniTaa Seqmnili, aSkaraa, rom stela damzadebulia 
berZenisTvis da ganTavsebuli iyo mis saflavze, rac 
soxumSi berZen moaxalSeneTa mniSvnelovani kastis ar-
sebobas adasturebs. 

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: stela inaxeba soxumis muze-
umSi. misi Seswavla ver xerxdeba, radgan teritoria 

okupirebulia ruseTis mier.
stela daculia soxumis muzeumSi

Stella is kept at the museum of Sokhumi
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TSANDRIPSHI CHURCH

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Abkha-
zia, Gagra municipality, small town of Gantiadi. 

CONSTRUCTION INSIDE THE COMPLEX: the church.

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: Experts of 
the respective field have suggested that it is the church, which 
was built by the Byzantine Emperor Justinian I- (527-565) 
for Abazg tribes when they got Christianized. In the ruins of 
the Basilica was found a fragment of the tombstone with the 
Greek uncial inscription. It seems most likely that the inscrip-
tion belonged to the tomb of a clerical or secular dignitary of 
Abkhazia. Name of the buried is lost. The inscription is dated 
back to the 6th c.

The church is a three-nave basilica, built of medium-size 
limestone Quadra of regular shape and flat brick of varied siz-
es. 

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occupied 
by Russia, because of which it is impossible to study and to 
conduct the respective works. The church is in a heavy phys-
ical condition. But we have information that, it needs urgent 
conservation and restoration works.

TSANDRIPSHI CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN THE
STATUS OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE MONUMENT

candrifSis taZari

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomiu-
ri respublika, gagris municipaliteti, daba ganTia-
di. 

kompleqsSi Semavali nageboba: taZari.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: dargis special-
istTa mier gamoTqmulia mosazreba, rom candrifSi 
swored is taZaria, romelic bizantiis imperatorma 
iustiniane I-ma (527-565) abazgebis toms maTi gaqris-
tianebisas augo. eklesiis nangrevebSi aRmoCenilia Te-
Tri marmarilos saflavis qvis fragmenti, berZnuli 
asomTavruli warweriT. rogorc Cans, is adgilobrivi 
saero an sasuliero warCinebuli piris saflavs gane-
kuTvneboda. warwera TariRdeba VI saukuniT.

candrifSis taZari samnavian bazilikas warmoad-
gens. igi agebulia saSualo zomis swori formis 
kirqvis kvadrebiT, mSeneblobisas gamoyenebulia aseve 
sxvadasxva zomis brtyeli aguri.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris Seswavla da Sesa-
bamisi samuSaoebis Catareba SeuZlebelia. arsebuli 
informaciiT, taZari mZime fizikur mdgomareobaSia, 
saWiroebs gadaudebel sakonservacio-sarestavracio 
samuSaoebs. 

candrifSis taZars miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos 

erovnuli mniSvnelobis Zeglis statusi. gverdiTi navi / lateral nave mTavari navi, xedi dasavleTisken / main nave, view to the west 

mTavari navi, xedi aRmosavleTisken / main nave, view to the east 
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OLD GAGRA BASILICA 

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Abkha-
zia, town of Gagra.

CONSTRUCTION INSIDE THE COMPLEX: Church.

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: The 
church is dated back to the 6th century. The church is repre-
sented by three-church basilica. It is constructed with roughly 
defined ashlar stones, with straight rows. Entrance of the main 
nave is located in the west part, whilst to the south nave - from 
the elongated wall. The south nave is connected to the main 
church with two small doors. One door leads us to the north 
side chapel, which has its own independent entrance into the 
west wall. The main church is lit with three windows on the 
south wall and with one window each on the western wall and 
in alters. The design of the church is surrounded by “Bolnuri” 
crosses, which is located on the east door timpani and next 
to the window. The old Gagra basilica is very similar to the 
three-church basilica samples spread in Georgia in the 6th – 
9th centuries, particularly, to the architecture of the churches 
constructed in Eastern Georgia. 

 CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, because of which it is impossible to study and 
to conduct the appropriate works. But we have information 
that the appearance of the church is satisfactory, the roof needs 
a change.

GAGRA BASILICA HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS 
OF CULTURE HERITAGE MONUMENT

Zveli gagris bazilika

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomiu-
ri respublika, qalaqi gagra.

kompleqsSi Semavali nageboba: taZari.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: eklesia TariRdeba 
VI saukuniT. is warmoadgens sameklesiian bazilikas. 
taZari agebulia uxeSad damuSavebuli kvadrebis 
swori rigebiT. mTavar navs Sesasvleli aqvs dasavle-
Tidan, xolo samxreT navs grZivi kedlidan. samxreTi 
navi, mTavar eklesias uerTdeba ori mcire kariT. erTi 
kariT gavdivarT, aseve CrdiloeTis egvterSi, romel-
sac Tavisi damoukidebeli Sesasvlelic aqvs dasav-
leT kedelSi. mTavari eklesia naTdeba sami sarkmliT, 
samxreT kedelze da TiTo-TiTo sarkmliT dasavleT 
kedelsa da sakurTxevelSi. taZris gaformeba Semo-
farglulia mxolod e.w. “bolnuri” jvrebiT, romel-
ic ganTavsebulia dasavleTi karis timpanze da sarkm-
lis gverdiT. Zveli gagris taZari VI-IX saukuneebSi 
aRmosavleT saqarTveloSi gavrcelebuli sameklesi-
iani bazilikebis analogiuria. 

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris Seswavla da Sesabami-
si samuSaoebis Catareba SeuZlebelia. CvenTvis cnobi-
lia, rom taZari saWiroebs gadaxurvis Secvlas.

gagris bazilikas miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos 

kulturuli memkvidreobis Zeglis statusi

interieri, samxreTi kedeli / interior, south wall interieri, kamara / interior, vault

xedi Crdilo-dasavleTidan / view from north-west xedi samxreT-aRmosavleTidan / view from south-east 
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DRANDA CHURCH 

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Abkha-
zia, Gulripshi municipality, village of Dranda.

CONSTRUCTION INSIDE THE COMPLEX: the domed 
church.

HISTORICAL- ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: Dranda 
church is the monument of the 6th and 8th centuries. Dranda 
was built by the order of the Byzantine Emperor Justinian the 
Great was built in 551 and in the beginning was under the 
authority of Constantinople Church, the eparchy of Abazgia.

In the 8th century, Dranda became a center of Abkhazia 
that means a patriarchal Eparchy centre of Western Georgia, 
which existed here till the 17th century. The last bishop of 
Dranda Gabriel was forced to go to Jerusalem in the result of 
Abazian and Apsarian invasions.

In the 8th century, Dranda became a center of Abkhazia 
that means a patriarchal Eparchy centre of Western Georgia, 
which existed here till the 17th century. The last bishop of 
Dranda Gabriel was forced to go to Jerusalem as the result of 
Abazian and Apsarian invasions.

In 1637, the church was completely burnt and robbed by 
the Turkish conquerors. In 1878, during the Russian-Turkish 
war, the church was burned for the second time and mural 
paintings were destroyed. From 1880 year, under the Russian 
colonial authority period, was implemented “Russification” of 
Dranda together with the other churches. The Russian style, 
onion-shaped dome, was installed onto Dranda in order to de-
stroy the Georgian historic trace. 

drandis eklesia

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomiu-
ri respublika, gulrifSis municipaliteti, sofeli 
dranda. 

kompleqsSi Semavali nageboba: gumbaTiani eklesia.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: drandis eklesia VI-
VIII saukuneebis Zeglia. arsebobs cnobebi, rom dran-
da bizantiis imperator iustiniane didis brZanebiT, 
551 wels aigo da Tavidan konstantinopolis eklesiaSi 
Semavali, abazgiis eparqiis daqvemdebarebaSi iyo.

VIII saukuneSi, dranda afxazeTis, anu dasavleT 
saqarTvelos sakaTolikosos eparqiis centrad iqca, 
romelmac aq XVII saukunemde iarseba. drandis bolo 
episkoposi gabrieli abazebisa da afsarebis Semoseve-
bis gamo, iZulebuli gaxda ierusalimSi wasuliyo.

1637 wels, taZari mTlianad gaZarcves da gadawves 
Turqma dampyroblebma. 1878 wels, ruseT-TurqeTis 
omis dros taZari xelmeored daiwva da freskebi ga-
nadgurda. 1880 wlidan, rusuli carizmis koloniuri 
mmarTvelobis periodSi, sxva taZrebTan erTad xde-
ba drandis „rusifikaciac“.  drandas jer kidev ma-
Sin, qarTuli istoriuli kvalis sabolood waSlis 
mizniT, rusuli yaidis xaxvisebri gumbaTi daadges, 
riTac misi istoriuli iersaxe daamaxinjes.

1928 wels, sabWoTa ruseTis mier saqarTvelos an-
eqsiis (1921 w.) Semdeg komunistebma drandis taZari 
gaauqmes, eklesiis Senobis nawili, sasjelaRsrulebis 
dawesebulebad gadaakeTes, nawilSi ki gulrifSis 

raionis administracia da skola-internati ganaT-
avses. 

meoce saukunis 70-ian wlebSi arqiteq tor-
restavrator v. cincaZis xelmZRvanelobiT drandis 
taZars Cautarda restavracia da man Tavdapirveli 
saxe daibruna. 

drandis eklesia nagebia aguriTa da riyis qviT, 
taZari gegmaze jvris formisaa, sami sworkuTxa 
mklaviT da wriuli formis kuTxis oTaxebiT. am sa-
TavsebSi Sesasvleli samxreT da CrdiloeT mklav-
idanaa. garedan jvari sworkuTxedSia Casmuli. ekle-
sias aRmosavleT mxares waxnagovani afsidi aqvs. igi 
samSeneblo teqnikiT, gegmarebiTa da proporciebiT 
bizantiuri xuroTmoZRvrebis nimuSebs enaTesaveba, 
magram drandis eklesiis aRmSenebels zogi ram qar-
Tuli xuroTmoZRvrebidanac auRia, kerZod, mcxeTis 
jvris taZris msgavsad, aqac aRmosavleT fasadze sami 
waxnagovani Sverili afsidi patara TaRebiTaa gadab-
muli. 

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: taZari ruseTis mier ok-
upirebul saqarTvelos teritoriaze mdebareobs. ris 
gamoc misi Seswavla da Sesabamisi samuSaoebis Catare-
ba SeuZlebelia.

2011 wels afxazeTis de-faqto mTavrobam ruseTis 
mier okupirebuli afxazeTis teritoriaze mdebare 
aTeulobiT taZari, maT Soris drandis eklesiac, e.w 
„afxazur eklesias“ uvado sargeblobaSi gadasca. qa-
rTuli kvalis wasaSlelad taZari okupaciis Semdeg 
rusul yaidaze, mTlianad TeTrad gadaRebes; Caayenes 
aTamde vercxlisfrad SeRebili kar-fanjara, ris 
gamoc gaxvrites eklesiis kedlebi, daamontaJes vid-
eosaTvalTvalo sistema; taZris garSemo mTlianad 

In 1928, the communists abolished the church, the part of 
which was transformed into the building of penitentiary facili-
ty, prison, and the rest of the space was turned onto the district 
committee of Gulripshi region and the boarding school.

In the 1970s, restoration of Dranda Church was imple-
mented by the leadership of Georgian professor Tsintsadze 
and it regained its original appearance. 

The church is built of brick and cobble-stone. Based on 
its building technique, plan and proportions it shows affinity 
with the samples of the Byzantine architecture. In the cross 
plan the shape of a three arms are rectangular. The entrance on 
this lockers are from south and north arms. From the outside 
cross is inserted in the rectangular form, the east side has a 
faceted apse. At the same time, builders of the Dranda church, 
seem most likely to be also familiar with the Georgian church-
es, namely, the church of Holy Cross in Mtskheta, or any other 
similar structure – otherwise, no explanation can be found to 
the minor arches on the upper part of the east façade, uniting 
three protruded apses; analogies of this motif can be found on 
the quoted churches only. 

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, on account which it is impossible to study and 
to conduct the necessary works. 

In 2011 the de facto government of Abkhazia gave 40 
churches, including Dranda, to the so-called “Abkhazian 
Church” in unlimited use. After its occupation, it was painted 
with white color at the Russian-style, inserted approximate-
ly ten silver-painted windows, in this process the walls of the 
church were executed; CCTV (contemporary, Video surveil-
lance) system was installed; the soil around church was com-
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moxsnes miwis fena ise, rom arqeologiuri kvleva ar 
ganxorcielebula. rekonstruqciam Seiwira taZris 
unikaluri, VII saukuniT daTariRebuli sanaTlavi em-
bazi.

drandis taZars miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos 

erovnuli mniSvnelobis Zeglis statusi

pletely removed, so that the archaeological research has not 
taken place. Reconstruction of the church destroyed unique 
baptize fonts, which date back to the 7th century.

DRANDA CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS 
OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE MONUMENT

interieri / interior axali embazi, rekonstruqciis Semdeg / new baptize fonts after reconstruction 

gumbaTi / dome 

xedi Crdilo-aRmosavleTidan / view from north-east 
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AMBARA CHURCH 

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Abkha-
zia, Gudauta municipality, on the cape of Miusera.

CONSTRUCTIONS INSIDE THE COMPLEX: the church, the 
Fence and the rubbles of secular buildings.

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: Ambara 
preserved early medieval Georgian architecture complex – 
church (7th –8th cc.), Fence (Middle Ages) and the ruins of 
secular buildings (10th c.). The church is adorned with rough-
ly processed ashlar stones that have survived almost in its 
original form. It is the so-called three-nave basilica building. 
On the west side, the church has two-story narthexes and up-
per gallery. The main nave vault was restored in the late mid-
dle ages. Ambara three-nave basilica represents an important 
example of this type’s architectural monuments. 

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, because of which it is impossible to study and 
to conduct the necessary works. The church is in a heavy phys-
ical condition, it needs urgent rehabilitation.

AMBARA CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS 
OF CULTURE HERITAGE MONUMENT

ambaras eklesia

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomi-
uri respublika. gudauTis municipaliteti, miuseras 
koncxi.

kompleqsSi Semavali nagebobebi: eklesia, zRude, saero 
SenobaTa nangrevebi. 

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: ambaraSi Semo-
naxulia adre Sua saukuneebis xanis qarTuli xuroT-
moZRvrebis kompleqsi - eklesia (VII –VIII ss.), zRude 
(Sua saukuneebi) da saero SenobaTa nangrevebi (X s.). 
eklesia tlanqad damuSavebuli qvis kvadrebiTaa Semo-
sili. man Cvenamde TiTqmis pirvandeli saxiT moaRwia, 
igi e.w. sameklesiiani bazilikis tipis nagebobaa. mas 
dasavleT mxares orsarTuliani narTeqsi da patron-
ikeebi aqvs. mTavari navis gadamxuravi kamara gvian Sua 
saukuneebSia aRdgenili. ambaris sameklesiiani bazi-
lika mniSvnelovani nimuSia am tipis arqiteqturul 
ZeglTa Soris.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris Seswavla da Sesabam-
isi samuSaoebis Sesruleba SeuZlebelia. taZari mZime 
fizikur mdgomareobaSia, esaWiroeba saswrafo re-
abilitacia. 

ambaras eklesias miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos 

kulturuli memkvidreobis Zeglis statusi

interieri, xedi aRmosavleTisken / interior, view to the east interieri, xedi dasavleTisken / interior, view to the west

samxreTi fasadi / southern façadedasavleTi fasadi / western façade 
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BZIPI CHURCH 

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Abkha-
zia, village of Bzipi.

CONSTRUCTIONS INSIDE THE COMPLEX: the fenced for-
tress and the church. 

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: The 
church of Bzipi fortress is a domed structure of “cross-in-
square” type with three projecting apses and is dated to the 
second half of the 9th c. Its walls are faced with hewn stone, 
doors and windows are adorned with the terminations. To the 
east of the church, remains of an older church are visible.

Bzipi fortress consisted of two parts. The old road crossed 
the courtyard of the lower part. The fortress would lock the 
Bzipi gorge and a pass over the river. Rectangular and semi-cir-
cular towers, buttresses and a porch were embodied in the for-
tress enclosure built of well hewn limestone Quadra. 

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, because of which it is impossible to study and 
to conduct the appropriate works.

But we have information that, the church and fortress are 
in poor physical condition. The church has become complete 
destruction.

BZIPI CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS OF 
CULTURE HERITAGE MONUMENT

bzifis taZari

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomiu-
ri respublika, sofeli bzifi. 

kompleqsSi Semavali nagebobebi: galavniT SemozRudu-
li cixe da taZari. 

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: bzifis cixis ekle-
sia jvar-gumbaTovani, ,,Cawerili jvris“ tipisaa, 
sami Sverili afsidiT da TariRdeba IX saukunis II 
naxevriT. misi kedlebi mopirkeTebulia Tlili qviT, 
kar-sarkmlebi TavsarTebiTaa Semkuli. taZris aRmo-
savleTiT Cans kidev erTi, ufro Zveli taZris naSTebi.

bzifis cixe ori nawilisagan Sedgeba. cixis zeda 
nawilSi mdebareobda taZari, qveda nawilis ezoSi 
gadioda Zveli gza. cixe ketavda bzifis xeobas da ga-
dasasvlels mdinareze. cixis galavans, romelic age-
bulia kargad damuSavebuli kirqvis kvadrebiT, da-
tanebuli aqvs oTxkuTxa da naxevrad wriuli koSkebi, 
kontrforsebi da karibWe.

amJamineli mdgomareoba: teritoria okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris Seswavla da Sesabami-
si samuSaoebis ganxorcieleba SeuZlebelia.

gvaqvs informacia, rom eklesiac da cixec, mZime 
fizikur mdgomareobaSia. eklesia TiTqmis nangreve-
badaa qceuli da saswrafod saWiroebs konservacias. 

bzifis taZars miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos 

kulturuli memkvidreobis Zeglis statusi

interieri / interior aRmosavleTis fasadis sarkmlebi / windows of eastern façade

samxreTi fasadi / southern façade
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BITCHVINTA CHURCH 

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, Gagra municipality, small town of Bitchvinta. 

CONSTRUCTIONS INSIDE THE COMPLEX: the domed 
church, the old settlement and the hall church.

 
HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: According 

to the church legend, in the first century in Bitchvinta suburbs 
St. Andria preached and that’s why Bitchvinta Episcopal Ca-
thedral is called “St. Andrea church”. Current domed church 
was constructed in the 10th-11th centuries. At the end of the 
3th century and at the beginning of the 4th century Bitchvinta 
became a significant religious center, as evidenced by bishop 
Stratofile’s participation in the first world church council in 
325. For centuries in Bitchvinta the religious center of western 
Georgia was located, which in the middle of the 16th centu-
ry after invasion of mountaineers was moved to Gelati. In the 
17th century Bitchvinta church was abandoned and did not 
have any functions. In the 18th century the church was struck 
by lightning and was seriously damaged. 

Bitchvinta church represents the elongated cross-domed 
building by the plan, which in the west has narthexes and in 
the east - the 3 protruding apses. It should be noted that in 
Georgia narthex is rarely met, and protruding apses are char-
acterized to the early period churches of Georgia, later, to 
the west Georgia, particularly, Black Sea Coast monuments 
(though we can find it in some places of east Georgia). The 
west arm is equipped with tripartite upper gallery, the dome is 

biWvinTis eklesia

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomiu-
ri respublika, gagris municipaliteti, daba biWvinTa. 

kompleqsSi Semavali nagebobebi: gumbaTiani eklesia, 
naqalaqari, darbazuli eklesia.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: saeklesio gadmo-
cemiT, biWvinTis sanaxebSi I saukuneSi wm. andria mo-
ciquls uqadagia da amitomac biWvinTis saepiskoposo 
kaTedras ,,wm. andrias saydrad~ moixsenieben. dRevan-
deli gumbaTiani sakaTedro taZari X-XI saukuneebSia 
agebuli. III saukunis bolosa da IV saukunis dasawy-
isSi biWvinTa mniSvnelovan saeklesio centrad iqca, 
rasac mowmobs biWvinTis episkoposis stratofiles 
monawileoba 325 wels q. nikeaSi gamarTul pirvel 
msoflio saeklesio krebaze. saukuneebis ganmavloba-
Si biWvinTaSi mdebareobda dasavleT saqarTvelos 
saeklesio centri, romelic XVI saukunis Sua xaneb-
Si, Crdilo kavkasiel mTielTa Semosevebis Semdeg, 
gelaTSi gadmovida. XVII saukuneSi biWvinTis taZari 
mitovebuli iyo da ar funqcionirebda. XVIII saukune-
Si taZars mexi daeca da Zlier dazianda. 

biWvinTis taZari warmoadgens gegmiT wagrZelebul 
jvarovan-gumbaTovan nagebobas, dasavleTiT narTe-
qsiT, xolo aRmosavleTiT 3 Sverili afsidiT. aRsani-
Snavia, rom narTeqsi saqarTveloSi iSviaTad gvxvdeba, 
Sverili afsidebi ki axasiaTebs saqarTvelos adrinde-
li periodis eklesiebs, xolo ufro gvian, dasavleT 
saqarTvelos, Savi zRvis sanapiros Zeglebs (Tumca 
aqa-iq gvxvdeba aRmosavleT saqarTveloSic). taZris 
dasavleTi mklavi sammxrivi patronikeTia aRWurvi- xedi samxreT-dasavleTidan / view from south-west
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li. gumbaTi emyareba sakurTxevlis kedlebsa da or 
burjs. biWvinTis taZari nagebia monacvleobiT nawyo-
bi brtyeli agurisa da gaTlili qvis horizontaluri 
rigebiT. gumbaTis yeli mTlianad aguriTaa amoyvani-
li. taZari SigniT moxatuli iyo, magram XIX sauku-
nis 30-ian wlebSi ruseTis imperatoris brZanebiT is 
SeakeTes, Secvales gumbaTis forma, Seleses da SeaTe-
Tres fasadebi, ris gamoc nagebobam saxe icvala, damax-
injda da Zveli moxatuloba ganadgurda, ganadgurda 
aseve narTeqsis samxreT-dasavleT kuTxeSi CaSenebu-
li patara, afsidiani saZvale da mis kedlebze imdroi-
saTvis Semonaxuli moxatuloba, romelic XVI sauku-
nis II naxevriT aris daTariRebuli. XX saukunis 
60-ian wlebSi qarTveli specialistebis - akademikos 
giorgi CubinaSvilis rekomendaciiTa da profesor 
vaxtang cincaZis xelmZRvanelobiT, taZarSi Catarda 
sarestavracio samuSaoebi, moixsna Selesiloba, ga-
moicvala saxuravi, mowesrigda ezo da taZris Tavda-
pirveli iersaxe aRdga.

samuSaoebis Sesrulebis dros taZris interierSi 
aRmoCnda Zveli moxatulobis mcire fragmentebi. taZ-
ris irgvliv mravali sxvadasxva daniSnulebis nage-
bobaa: patara eklesiebi, samlocveloebi, monastris 
sacxovrebeli da sameurneo Senobebi.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria amJamad ok-
upirebulia ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris Seswavla 
da Sesabamisi samuSaoebis ganxorcieleba SeuZlebe-
lia. mTavar taZars esaWiroeba gadaxurvis gamocvla, 
xolo kompleqsis teritoriaze arsebuli nagebobebis 
fizikuri mdgomareoba Zalze rTulia. 

biWvinTis taZars miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos 

erovnuli mniSvnelobis Zeglis statusi

based on the walls of alters and two pillars. Bichvinta church 
is constructed with interchangeably formed flat bricks and 
horizontal stone rows. The church was painted inside, but in 
the second part of the 19th century it was totally plastered, 
repainted in white, that resulted in destruction of old mural 
painting. So was the small grave with apses, built in the south-
west corner of the narthex. The mural paintings preserved on 
its wall date from the second part of the 16th century. In the 
1830s, by the order of Russian emperor the church was reha-
bilitated, was changed the shape of dome, was plastered and 
whitewashed the facades, after which the construction had 
changed its appearance and distorted. In the 1960s, by the rec-
ommendation of Giorgi Chubinashvili and by the leadership 
of Giorgi Tsintsadze was held restoration works in the church, 
plasters was removed, the roof was changed and the garden 
was arranged and was restored the original form of the church. 

During the restoration works in the church interior was 
found a small fragments of old mural painting. Around the 
church there are several buildings with different meaning, 
small churches, chapels, the settlement and economic build-
ings of the church. 

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, because of which is impossible to study and to 
conduct the according works.

The main church needs a replacement of roof. The physical 
condition of construction inside the complex is very difficult.

BITCHVINTA CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN THE
STATUS OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE MONUMENT aRmosavleTi fasadi / eastern façade interieri, xedi aRmosavleTisken / interior, view to the east 

aRmosavleTi fasadis jvrebi / crosses of eastern façade narTeqsis interieri, moxatuloba / interior of narthex, mural painting
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BICHVINTA MOSAIC 

PLACE OF DISCOVERY: Georgia, the Autonomous Repub-
lic of Abkhazia, Gagra municipality, small town of Bichvinta.

DESCRIPTION: Bichvinta mosaic is a sample of the 6th c. 
mosaic painting, by which floor of a 4th c. three-naved basilica 
was embellished. The Ruins of the basilica were discovered on 
the Bichvinta Cape in 1952 during the archaeological excava-
tions. 

Mosaic is made of rectangular pieces of the local stone 
(white, cornel-red, yellow, black), with cleanly trimmed brick 
lime solution. The background is orange. The mosaic is exe-
cuted by the local craftsmen. Greek inscription, embodied in 
the ornamentation, mentions the donor – Oreli. Artistic char-
acter of the Bichvinta mosaic shows affinity with the mosaic 
painting of the Hellenized countries of the Near East – Syria 
and Palestine. 

In the middle of the apse a large monogram, the so called 
Chrism adorned with the “alpha” and “omega” signs, is located. 
The Monogram is flanked with a wide stripe of inter-weaved 
Acanthus leaves, encircling the entire composition as if a frame. 
To the left of the monogram, depicted is a blossomed plant 
twig with plants and birds. The composition is embellished 
with the geometric ornamentation (rhombus, semi-rhombus 
circles). Mosaic in the narthex is of the decorative character. 
Minor areas of varied shape, formed by interlaces, bear mosaic 
images of birds and fish. At the entrance depicted is a fountain 
with birds on its both sides. Various parts of the church also 

biWvinTis mozaika

aRmoCenis adgili: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtono-
miuri respublika, gagris municipaliteti, daba bi-
WvinTa.

aRwera: biWvinTis mozaika ganekuTvneba VI s-is mo-
zaikur mxatvrobas, romliTac Semkuli iyo IV s-is 
samnaviani bazilikis iataki. bazilikis nangrevebi aR-
moCnda biWvinTis koncxze 1952 wels dawyebuli ar-
qeologiuri gaTxrebis Sedegad. 

mozaika Sesrulebulia adgilobrivi feradi qvis 
(TeTri, Sindisferi, yviTeli, Savi) oTxkuTxa natex-
ebiT, sufTad dafqvili aguriTa da kiris xsnariT. 
foni agurisferia. Sesrulebulia adgilobrivi os-
tatebis mier. ornamentis Sua xveulSi CarTulia ber-
Znuli warwera, sadac moxseniebulia qtitori oreli. 
Tavisi xasiaTiT biWvinTis mozaika uaxlovdeba maxlo-
beli aRmosavleTis elinizebuli qveynebis _ siriisa 
da palestinis mozaikur mxatvrobas. sakurTxevlis 
afsidis centrSi didi monogramaa, e. w. ,,qrizma“, Sem-
kuli ,,alfa~ da ,,omegas~ niSniT. monogramis orive 
mxares akanTis xveulebis farTo zolia, romelic 
CarCosaviT evleba mTel kompozicias. qrizmis marcx-
niv mcenaris ayvavebuli nayofmosxmuli Stoa frin-
velTa gamosaxulebiT. kompozicia gaformebulia geo-
metriuli ornamentebiT (rombebi, naxevradrombebi, 
wreebi). narTeqsis mozaika dekoratiuli xasiaTisaa. 
grexilebisagan Seqmnili sxvadasxva formis mcire 
areebSi Casmulia frinvelebisa da Tevzebis mozaiku-
ri figurebi. karibWesTan gamosaxulia Sadrevani da 

aqeT-iqiT frinvelebi. eklesiis sxvadasxva nawilSi 
fragmentebad SemorCenilia irmebisa da Svlis nukris 
gamosaxulebebi.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: biWvinTis mozaikis fragmen-
tebi daculia saqarTvelos erovnul muzeumSi.

bear mosaic fragments – images of stags and small deer. 

CURRENT CONDITION: At present fragments of the Bich-
vinta mosaic are kept at the Georgian national museum.
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PROCESSIONAL CROSS FROM BICHVINTA

 PLACE OF DISCOVERY: Georgia, the Autonomous Repub-
lic of Abkhazia, Gagra municipality, small town of Bichvinta.

DESCRIPTION: The cross is donated to the Bichvinta ca-
thedral church of the Virgin by Eudemon Chkhetidze, cathol-
icon - patriarch of Western Georgia. It was made by the well-
known skilled craftsman Mamne approximately in 1565 and 
represents his last work. 

The Asomtavruli inscriptions name secular persons – 
the donors of the church: king of Imereti Bagrat the Third 
(1510- 1565), Queen Martha and their son George the Sec-
ond (1565-1585); the rulers of Odishi - Mamia the Third 
Dadiani (1512-1532) and his son Leon the First Dadiani 
(1532-1572); the donor of the cross - Eudemon Chkhetidze, 
Catholicon of Abkhazia, the master craftsmen Mamne and 
his spouse Ulumpia.

THE CROSS CONTAINS: the cross, Zion and the gilded 
solver handle. Material: gold, gilded silver, precious stones. 
Total height – 159 sm. Size: of the cross – 57.5 x 17.5 sm; of the 
reliquary - 16 x 8.3 x 8.3..

Based on general forms and structure the sample belongs 
to the group of crosses widespread in Georgia in X-XI c. The 
widening arms of the cross shape medallions on the edges. 
Front side of the cross bears the carved images of crucified 
Christ, the Virgin, St. John Evangelist, Archangel Gabriel, St. 

biWvinTis sawinamZRvro jvari

aRmoCenis adgili: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomi-
uri respublika, qalaq gagris municipaliteti, daba 
biWvinTa.

aRwera: jvari Sewirulia biWvinTis RmrTismSob-
lis saxelobis kaTedraluri taZrisaTvis dasavleT 
saqarTvelos kaTolikos patriarqis evdemon CxetiZis 
mier. damzadebulia 1565 wlis axlo xanebSi cnobili 
ostatis mamnes mier da warmoadgens am ostatis bolo 
namuSevars. 

jvarze asomTavruliT Sesrulebul saqtitoro 
warwerebSi moixseniebian saero pirebi. kerZod, qarT-
veli mefeebi _ bagrat III (1510-1565) dedofali marTa, 
maTi Ze giorgi II (1565-1585); qarTveli mTavrebi: mamia 
III dadiani odiSis mTavari (1512-1532), Ze misi leon I 
dadiani (1532-1572) da jvris momgebeli - afxazeTis 
kaTolikosi evdemon CxetiZe (1557-1578), aseve ostati 
mamne da misi meuRle ulumpia.

jvari Sedgeba: jvris, sionisa da mooqrovili vercx-
lis tarisagan. masalad gamoyenebulia: oqro, mooqro-
vili vercxli, patiosani Tvlebi. saerTo simaRlea 
-159 sm. jvris - 57,5 X 17,5 sm. sionis -16 X 8,3 X 8,3 sm.

zogadi formebiTa da agebulebiT jvari erTiande-
ba saqarTveloSi X-XI saukuneebSi farTod gavrcele-
buli jvrebis jgufSi. boloeb gafarToebulia jvris 
mklavebi, romelTa kideebi formdeba medalionebiT. 
jvris wina pirze reliefurad gamosaxulni arian: 
jvarcmuli macxovari, RmrTismSobeli, wm. ioane max-

arebeli, gabriel mTavarangelozi, wm. nikoloz mar-
likieli; Sionze ki: biWvinTis kaTedraluri taZris 
patroni - RmrTismSobeli yrmiT (odigitria), Tanamd-
gomebiT petreTi da pavleTi, mTavarangelozebi - miqa-
eli da gabrieli, saqarTveloSi qristes moZRvrebis 
mqadagebeli mociqulebi - wm. andria pirvelwodebu-
li da wm. svimon kananeli, romelic afxazeTSia da-
krZaluli, aseve wm. ioane naTlismcemeli da wm. ioane 
oqropiri; mRvdelmTavrebi: grigol RmrTismetyveli 
da basil didi gaSlili gragniliT xelSi. yovel ga-
mosaxulebas Tan axlavs qarTuli asomTavruliT Ses-
rulebuli ganmsazRvreli warwera.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: biWvinTis sawinamZRvro 
jvari inaxeba saqarTvelos erovnul muzeumSi.

Nicolas Marlikianite. The Zion bears an image of the Virgin 
with the Child in Her hands. The images of the Apostles Peter 
and Paul, Archangels Michael and Gabriel, preachers of Chris-
tianity in Georgia - Apostles St. Andrew and Simeon Canaan-
ite, who is buried in Abkhazia, also St. John Baptist, St. John 
Chrysostom, bishops - Grigol theologian and Basil the Great 
with scrolls in their hands. The images are accompanied with 
explanatory inscriptions in Asomtavruli.

CURRENT CONDITION: Cross is kept at the Georgian na-
tional museum.
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BICHVINTA GOSPELS

DESCRIPTION: Bichvinta Gospels is written on paper in 
the 12th c. in nuskhuri script, in two columns. it contains 230 
pages (31 x 23 cm.).

Bichvinta codex was put in a chased cover and donated to 
the Bichvinta church of the Virgin by the Shervashidzes “for 
the bliss and supplication of the sinful soul”.

The manuscript is illustrated by the images of the Evange-
lists, headpieces and decorated initials. Preserved are images 
of the Evangelists Mark and Luke. 

Mark the Evangelist’s image takes up the whole page. It 
is enclosed in the decorative frame. Above the frame in the 
middle there is an image of an eagle. It is a symbolic image 
of this Evangelist, which usually in the Greek and Georgian 
manuscripts is placed within the framework of the Evangelist 
miniatures. 

The text of the Gospel Luka begins with headpiece. It is 
included in the left column of the text. Artistic initial is tied 
to the painting of headpiece. The ornament represents a floral 
motive. Blue color prevails in the whole character. 

CURRENT CONDITION: At present Bichvinta Gospels is 
kept at the National Centre of Manuscripts of Georgia.

biWvinTis oTxTavi

adRwera: biWvinTis oTxTavi dawerilia XII saukune-
Si nusxuriT, qaRaldze, or svetad. Seicavs 230 fur-
cels, zomiT aris 31 X 23 sm. 

biWvinTis xelnaweri moaWedines da biWvinTis Rm-
rTismSoblis eklesias Seswires afxazeTis mTavrebma 
- ServaSiZeebma `codvili sulis sacxovneblad da sa-
oxad.~ 

xelnaweris morTulobas warmoadgens maxare-
belTa gamosaxulebani, Tavsamkaulebi da mxatvruli 
inicialebi. SemorCenilia markozisa da luka maxare-
blebis gamosaxulebani.

markoz maxareblis gamosaxuleba mTel gverds ika-
vebs. igi CarTulia dekoratiul CarCoSi. CarCos ze-
moT SuaSi arwivia gamosaxuli. igi markoz maxareblis 
simboluri gamosaxulebaa, romelic Cveulebriv ber-
Znulsa da qarTul xelnawerebSi maxareblis miniatu-
raze CarCos SigniTaa moTavsebuli.

TavsamkauliT iwyeba lukas saxarebis teqsti. igi 
CarTulia teqstis marcxena svetSi. mxatvruli inici-
ali ebmis Tavsamkaulis naxats. ornamenti mcenareul 
motivs warmoadgens. mTlian koloritSi lurji feri 
Warbobs.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: biWvinTis oTxTavi saqarTve-
los xelnawerTa erovnul centrSi inaxeba.
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LIKHNI CHURCH 

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, Gudauta municipality, village of Likhni.

CONSTRUCTION INSIDE THE COMPLEX: the domed 
church.

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: The cross 
domed construction of the 10th century is erected in the mid-
dle of the village Likhni. It is constructed with the straight 
rows of well refined ashlar stone. Small sized dome is based on 
four freely standing piers. In the west part is constructed up-
per gallery. The facades are simple, the surfaces are distributed 
with only window apertures. From the eastern part are turn-
ing the three protruded apses. The architecture and painting 
of Likhni church represents the main source about the church 
itself. There are preserved the paintings sign of the 10th-11th 
centuries, also paintings of the 14th century in Likhni Church, 
which is specified with neat coloring, dynamism and expres-
siveness of the several elongated figures. Famous French Kart-
velologist, Mari Brose was the first to record antiquities of the 
Likhni church; he had copied several Georgian inscriptions 
from the church walls, among them, inscription of 1066 nar-
rating about the apparition of a comet. The same historic event 
is also mentioned in the chronicle of the Kiev princedom and 
one of the Chinese chronicles.

Before, Russian-Georgian war Likhni church was rich 
with epigraphic monuments with over 17 mural painting as 
well as Biblical scenes, the Georgian and Greek explanatory 
inscriptions about Saints in Georgian asomtavruli and mkhe-

lixnis taZari

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomi-
uri respublika, gudauTis municipaliteti, sofeli 
lixni.

kompleqsSi Semavali nageboba: gumbaTiani taZari.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: lixnis taZari - X 
saukunis jvar-gumbaTovani nageboba, aRmarTulia 
sofel lixnis SuagulSi. igi nagebia kargad gaTli-
li kvadrebis swori rigebiT. momcro zomis gumbaTi 
eyrdnoba oTx Tavisuflad mdgom burjs. dasavleTiT 
mowyobilia patronike. fasadebi sadaa, zedapirebs 
anawevrebs mxolod sarkmlis Riobebi. aRmosavleTiT 
gamodis sami Sverili afsidi. lixnis taZris Sesaxeb 
ZiriTad istoriul wyaros warmoadgens misi xuroT-
moZRvreba da ferwera. lixnis taZarSi SemorCenilia 
rogorc X-XI saukuneebis, aseve XIV saukunis moxat-
ulobis kvali. isini gamoirCevian faqizi koloritiT, 
ramdenadme wagrZelebuli figurebis dinamiurobiTa 
da eqspresiulobiT. lixnis taZris siZveleebi pirve-
lad aRwera cnobilma frangma qarTvelologma mari 
brosem, romelmac taZris kedlebidan gadmoiwera ram-
denime qarTuli warwera, maT Soris, cnoba 1066 wlis 
kometis gamoCenis Sesaxeb, romelzec kievis samTavros 
matiane da erT-erTi Cinuri qronikac gvawvdis infor-
macias. 

ruseT-saqarTvelos omamde, lixnis taZarSi dac-
uli iyo 17-ze meti qarTuli freskuli warwera, 
aseve bibliuri siuJetebi, wmindanTa gamosaxulebebi 

qarTul-berZnuli ganmartebiTi warwerebiT, maTSi 
moixseniebdnen gaerTianebuli saqarTvelos mefeebs: 
bagrat IV-s, giorgi II-s da sasuliero pirebs. 

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris Seswavla da Sesabami-
si samuSaoebis ganxorcieleba SeuZlebelia.

gvaqvs informacia, rom nageboba da eklesiis 
moxatuloba sakmaod mZime mdgomareobaSia. 2010 wels 
afxazeTis de-faqto xelisuflebam daiwyo sakonserva-
cio samuSaoebi, Zeglze garedan daamontaJes droebiTi 
gadaxurva. samuSaoebi mimdinareobda profesionali 
restavratorebis gareSe, ris gamoc arsebobs Zeglis 
avTenturobisa da masze SemorCenili istoriuli kva-
lis waSlis safrTxe.

lixnis taZars miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos

erovnuli mniSvnelobis Zeglis statusi

druli (secular) scripts, which mention high ranking secular 
persons: kings of the united Georgian kingdom – Bagrat IV, 
George II and the representatives of the clergy. 

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, on account of which it is impossible to study 
and to conduct the necessary works. 

But we have information that, Likhni church construc-
tion and the mural painting is in quite a hard condition. In 
2010 de-facto authority of Abkhazia started the conservation 
works, outside the church, installed the temporary covering 
was installed. The works were held without the professional 
restorers, because of which there is a great threat of erasing the 
church authenticity and its historical sign. 

LIKHNI CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS OF 
NATIONAL IMPORTANCE MONUMENT

saerTo xedi / general view
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kankelis fragmenti / fragment of chancel-barrier xedi samxreT-dasavleTidan / view from south-west interieri, afsidi / interior, apse
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MOKVI CHURCH 

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, Ochamchire municipality, village of  Mokvi.  

CONSTRUCTION  INSIDE THE COMPLEX: The domed 
church.

HISTORICAL -ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: Over the 
centuries, Mokvi was a significant centre of the Georgian cul-
ture, where manuscripts were copied and old codices were ren-
ovated. Up to now preserved are manuscripts from the Mokvi 
church library, bearing names of the persons active in Mokvi. 
Among Mokvi antiquities of special significance and artistic 
value is the famous Mokvi Four Gospels, commissioned by 
Daniel Mokveli (Bishop of Mokvi) in 1300. Mokvi church, 
the centre of such a vast cultural activity, was also rich in epi-
graphic monuments. However, at present, only an inscription 
on Mokvi bell-tower is preserved. 

Mokvi Episcopacy was established in the 10th c., but 
Mokvi, as one of the most significant centre of the Georgian 
culture, experienced special efflorescence from the 13th c. on-
wards. Georgian literary sources have preserved names of the 
bishops of Mokvi, whose contribution to the Georgian culture 
is hard to undervalue, such as Grigol Mokveli, Daniel Mokve-
li, Abraam Mokveli, Eptvime Sakvarelidze, Pilipe Chkhetidze 
and others. 

moqvis taZari

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomi-
uri respublika, oCamCiris municipaliteti, sofeli 
moqvi.

kompleqsSi Semavali nageboba: gumbaTiani eklesia.

istoriuli-arqiteqturuli aRwera: moqvSi saukuneebis 
ganmavlobaSi arsebobda qarTuli kulturis Zlieri 
kera, sadac mimdinareobda xelnawerTa gadawera.  
Zveli nusxebis ganaxleba. dRemde moRweulia moqvis 
wignTsacavis xelnawerebi, romlebic gvamcnoben mo-
qvel moRvaweTa saxelebs. moqvis siZveleebidan gan-
sakuTrebiT maRali Rirebuleba aqvs moqvis oTxTavs. 
moqvis eklesia mdidari iyo epigrafikuli ZeglebiTac, 
magram dReisaTvis SemorCenili mxolod samreklos 
warweraa. 

moqvi mniSvnelovan saeklesio centrsac warmoad-
genda. moqvis saepiskoposo kaTedra X saukuneSi daars-
da, xolo rogorc qarTuli kulturis erT-erTi um-
niSvnelovanesi centri gansakuTrebiT XIII saukunidan 
dawinaurda. qarTulma wyaroebma Semoinaxes moqveli 
episkoposebis saxelebi, romlebmac did Rvawli da 
amagi dasdes – mis  kulturul aRorZinebas. aq moR-
vaweobdnen grigol moqveli, daniel moqveli, abraam 
moqveli, efTvime sayvareliZe, filipe CxetiZe da sx-
vebi.

moqvis taZars didi istoria aqvs, igi erTiani saqa-
rTvelos mefis daviT IV aRmaSeneblis (1089-1125) xa-
naSic safuZvlianad SeukeTebiaT da mouxatavT, magram xedi samxreT-aRmosavleTidan / view from south-west 
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maSindeli freskuli moxatulobis kvali dRes aRar-
sad Cans. XX saukunis 80-ian wlebSi aq ufro gviani, 
varaudoben, XV saukunis mxatvrobis fragmentebi aR-
moCnda, sadac qarTuli warwerebi   mravlad iyo war-
modgenili.

moqvis taZari warmoadgens jvargumbaTovan nage-
bobas, gverdiTa navebis gaswvriv samlocveloebis 
mwkriviT, aRmosavleTis mxridan ki sami Sverili af-
sidiT. Sua (sakurTxevlis) afsidi Signidan nalisebri 
formisaa, xolo garedan xuTwaxnagaa. gumbaTi eyrdno-
ba Senobis centrSi aRmarTul oTx boZs. kvadratidan 
gumbaTis yelze gadasvla afrebis saSualebiT aris 
ganxorcielebuli. gumbaTis Tormetwaxnaga yeli daba-
lia. Senoba Semosilia Tlili qvis perangiT. fasade-
bi sadaa, yovelgvari ornamentis gareSe. gluv zeda-
pirebs anawevrebs or iarusad ganlagebuli sarkmlis 
Riobebis mwkrivi.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria  okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris Seswavla da Sesabam-
isi samuSaoebis ganxorcieleba  SeuZlebelia. Tumca, 
cnobilia, rom  taZari xelaxal gadaxurvas saWiroebs.

moqvis taZars miniWebuli aqvs  saqarTvelos 

erovnuli mniSvnelobis Zeglis statusi

 

Mokvi church has a long history. It was substantially reno-
vated and painted in the reign of David IV the Builder (1089-
1125); however, no traces of these mural paintings are left at 
present in the church. In the 1980s, fragments of the presum-
ably 15th c. mural paintings and numerous other Georgian in-
scriptions were discovered here. 

It is a cross-in-square domed church with chapels along-
side the naves. East side has three protruded apses. The middle 
apse of alter is horseshoe shaped from the inside, and has five 
facets in the outside. The dome is erased on four pillars, which 
are in the centre of the buildings.  The sail is the way to move 
from the square to dome neck. The dome’s twelve-facet neck 
is low. The building is adorned with hewn stone. The facades 
are simple, without any ornaments. The smooth surfaces are 
divided into two tiers, by the row of the apertures.

Current   condition: The territory is currently occupied 
by Russia, on account of which it is impossible to study and to 
conduct the appropriate works.  But we have information that,   
the church’s roof needs changes. 

THE MOKVI CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN THE
STATUS OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE MONUMENT

interieri, xedi CrdiloeTisken / interior, view to the north saerTo xedi / general view 

interieri, TaRebi / interior, arches
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MOKVI GOSPELS 

DESCRIPTION: The manuscript was rewritten in 1300 by 
Daniel, Bishop of  Mokvi and donated to the Mokvi church of 
the Virgin. It is shown by the attached sheet at the end of the 
manuscript, where  the Virgin with the Child and Daniel Bish-
op himself are portrayed. On one of the miniatures, the do-
nor – Daniel, Bishop of  Mokvi – is represented kneeling in a 
prayer before the Virgin standing with the Child in her hands. 
Above the image of Daniel Bishop there is a manuscript writ-
ten in Asomtavruli, which, once the allegory is opened, reads 
in that way: “Daniel the ArchBishop from Mokvi, Mokveli”.   

The copyist of  Mokvi Gospel is Ephraim. Ephraim in the 
scientific literature is also considered as the author of  Mokvi 
Gospel miniatures and decoration.  

In the eighties of the nineteenth century, Mokvi Gospel 
was preserved in the book storage (library) of Gelati Monas-
tery (the monastery of the 11th century in west Georgia). In 
1921, when the Soviet annexation was carried out, it was ex-
ported to France with the other Georgian national treasures 
on Ekvtime Takaishvili’s initiative (a well-known politician 
and public figure of independent Georgia of 1918-1921). The 
national wealth was returned to Georgia only in 1945 year.   

The manuscript is adorned with the vaults, headpieces, 
initial letters and 157 miniatures. Mokvi Gospels are written 
on a parchment, in nuskhuri script, in two columns. It con-
tains 329 pages (30 x 23,5 cm.). Miniatures of the Mokvi Gos-
pels are painted on gold, which is a unique case. Painter and 
copyist is Ephraim. 

CURRENT CONDITION: At present Mokvi Gospels is kept 
at the National Centre of Manuscripts of Georgia.

moqvis oTxTavi

aRwera: moqvis oTxTavi episkopos danielis dakve-
TiT, 1300 wels afxazeTSi gadauweriaT da moqvis Rmr-
TismSoblis eklesiisTvis SeuwiravT. amaze miuTiTebs 
xelnaweris bolos darTuli furceli, romelzedac 
gamosaxulia RmrTismSobeli yrmiT da Tavad daniel 
episkoposi. RmrTismSobeli mdgomarea, qvemoT ki, mis 
winaSe muxlmodrekili danielia. daniel episkoposis 
gamosaxulebis Tavze asomTavruli warweraa, romel-
ic qaragmis gaxsniT amgvarad ikiTxeba: „daniel moqve-
li mTavarepiskoposi“. 

moqvis saxarebis gadamweria efremi. efremi 
samecniero literaturaSi miCneulia aseve moqvis 
oTxTavis miniatiurebisa da dekoris avtoradac.

moqvis oTxTavi XIX saukunis 80-ian wlebSi gela-
Tis monastris (XI saukunis  monasteri dasavleT 
saqarTveloSi) wignTsacavSi inaxeboda. 1921 wels, 
rodesac sabWoTa ruseTma aneqsia ganaxorciela da igi 
qveynis sxva erovnul saganZurTan erTad, eqvTime Ta-
yaiSvilis (damoukidebeli saqarTvelos (1918-1921 ww) 
cnobili politikosi da sazogado moRvawe) Taosno-
biT, gadasarCenad safrangeTSi gaitanes. saqarTvelo-
Si erovnuli simdidre  mxolod 1945 wels dabrunda.

xelnaweri Semkulia kamarebiT, TavsamkaulebiT, 
sazedao asoebiT da 157 miniaturiT. moqvis oTxTavi 
dawerilia nusxuriT, etratze, or svetad. Seicavs 
329 furcels, zomiT 30 X 23,5 sm-ia. moqvis oTxTavis 
miniaturebi dawerilia oqroze, rac unikalur SemTx-
vevas warmoadgens. 

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: moqvis oTxTavi inaxeba saqa-
rTvelos xelnawerTa erovnul centrSi.
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ILORI CHURCH  

LOCATION: Georgia,  the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, Ochamchire municipality, village of   Ilori.

CONSTRUCTIONS  INSIDE  THE COMPLEX::  the church,  
the bell tower. 

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: The 11th 
century church of Saint George in Ilori is a shrine of utmost 
importance, located in Western Georgia. For a long time it 
represented a religious saving place of church and monasteries 
of the north-west part of Odishi.  The  Chalice of Bedia (10th 
century) and other relics were preserved in this church. 

The inscriptions on church of Saint George in Ilori have 
significant historical value for the development of Georgian 
Alphabet, as well as for the survey of Ilori church and in gen-
eral, that of Georgian history. 

It’s significant, that the inscriptions of the Church of Saint 
George represent all the three development stages of Georgian 
Alphabet: Asomtavruli, Nuskhakhutsuri, and Mkhedruli. In-
scriptions date back  to the church construction period - the 
first quarter of the 11th century; they are interesting because 
all the three of development stages of the Georgian Alphabet 
are dated with the same period; the same person is the author 
of all inscriptions. 

This single-nave church, terminated with an apse, has an-
nexes from the north, south and west. The interior is lit by six 

iloris eklesia

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomi-
uri respublika, oCamCiris municipaliteti, sofeli 
ilori.

kompleqsSi Semavali nagebobebi: eklesia, samreklo.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: iloris wminda gi-
orgis eklesia TariRdeba XI saukuniT. igi saqarT-
velos umniSvnelovanesi  salocavia. is didxans odi-
Sis Crdilo-dasavleT nawilis eklesia-monastrebis 
saeklesio nivTebis salaros warmoadgenda, sadac dac-
uli iyo bediis barZimi (X s.),  aseve mravali saekle-
sio siwminde da Zvirfaseuloba.   

iloris wminda giorgis eklesiis warwerebs uaR-
resad didi istoriul-wyaroTmcodneobiTi mniSvne-
loba aqvs qarTuli damwerlobis ganviTarebis, ilo-
ris eklesiis istoriisa da zogadad, saqarTvelos 
istoriis kvlevisaTvis.

sagulisxmoa, rom iloris wminda giorgis eklesi-
is warwerebSi warmodgenilia qarTuli damwerlobis 
ganviTarebis samive safexuri: asomTavruli, nusxa-
xucuri da mxedruli warwerebi. taZris mSeneblobis 
periodi XI saukunis I meoTxedia da sainteresoa im mx-
riv, rom damwerlobis samive saxe erTi da imave droi-
Taa daTariRebuli, am warwerebis amomkveTic erTi da 
igive piri Cans.

iloris eklesia afsidiT dasrulebuli erTnaviani 
nagebobaa, CrdiloeTidan, samxreTidan da dasavle-
Tidan sxvadasxva xanis minaSenebiT. eklesias karebi samxreTi fasadi gadakeTebis Semdeg / southern façade after recostruction
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aqvs dasavleTidan da samxreTidan, xolo Sida sivrce 
ganaTebulia eqvsi sarkmliT. aRmosavleT fasadze 
Semonaxulia Zveli qarTuli warwerebiani 5 qva, rom-
lebic aseve XI saukunis I meoTxediTaa daTariRebu-
li. XI saukunidan SemorCenilia dasavleT sarkmlis 
moCuqurTmebuli sapire da TavsarTi, agreTve fron-
tonis areSi moTavsebulia ornamentuli sworkuTxa 
fila jvris gamosaxulebiT, xolo aRmosavleT fasa-
dze warmodgenilia wminda giorgis reliefuri gamo-
saxuleba.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: taZari ruseTis mier ok-
upirebul saqarTvelos teritoriaze mdebareobs, 
amitomac taZris Seswavla da Sesabamisi samuSaoebis 
Catareba  SeuZlebelia.

2010 wels afxazma separatistebma da rusma okupan-
tebma me-11 saukunis eklesias rusuli gumbaTi daadges 
da qarTuli kvalis wasaSlelad gare fasadi mTli-
anad, xolo Sida kedlebi nawilobriv TeTrad gadaRe-
bes, aRmosavleTis mxare ki, sadac qarTuli warwer-
ebi iyo amokveTili, mTlianad gadaleses. eklesiis 
gare fasadze  kondicionerebis Tanamedrove sistema 
daamontaJes. 

iloris taZars miniWebuli aqvs  saqarTvelos 

erovnuli mniSvnelobis Zeglis statusi

windows. On the east façade there are five stones with an old 
Georgian inscriptions, these are also dated to the first quarter 
of the 11th century. The ornamented mouth and termination 
of the western window have been preserved, dating back to 
the 11th century. Inside the fronton, there is an ornamented 
rectangular tile, bearing the image of the cross, whilst at the 
eastern façade there is a relief image of St. George. 

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, because of which it is impossible to study and 
to conduct  the appropriate   works.

In 2010, the Abkhazian separatists and  Russian occupants 
installed Russian dome on the 11th century Georgian church 
in order to erase totally any Georgian sign off the external fa-
cades; internal ones were partially repainted in white, the east-
ern part, where the Georgian inscriptions had been carved, 
is totally plastered. Contemporary air-conditioners have been 
installed in the church.  

ILORI CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS OF 
NATIONAL IMPORTANCE  MONUMENT

dasavleTi fasadis sarkmeli / window of western façade 
aRmosavleTi fasadi gadakeTebis Semdeg

eastern façade after recostruction

xedi samxreT-dasavleTidan gadakeTebamde

view from south-west until recostruction
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BEDIA MONASTERY  

LOCATION: Georgia,  the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia.  Ochamchire municipality,   village of Bedia.

CONSTRUCTIONS  INSIDE  THE COMPLEX:   The Church of 
the Virgin, the Episcopal House and the  bell tower. 

HISTORICAL - ARCHITECTURAL   DESCRIPTION:  As ev-
idenced by the historic sources, complex was erected in late 
10th c., ca. 999, by Bagrat III Bagrationi, the first king of the 
united Georgian kingdom, who, as stated by the Georgian 
chronicler, “made an Episcopacy out of it”. The church of the 
Virgin, erected in the centre of the monastic courtyard, is the 
main church of the monastery. To its west is the two-storied 
palace of metropolitans of Bedia. The church of the Virgin was 
considerably transformed on the turn of the 13th c. to the 14th 
c. and in the 15th c. The bell-tower is a 12th-14th cc. structure, 
while the Episcopal palace was built in the 16th c. by Anton 
Zhuanisdze, Georgian Metropolitan of Bedia. Three layers of 
mural painting decoration are preserved in the church interi-
or, which date  back the 10th-11th, 13th-14th, and 16th-17th 
cc. bell-tower, ground floor of which functions as a gate to the 
monastery, while from the south the two-storied Episcopal 
palace is adjoined.

Facades of the Bedia church, its interior mural paintings 
and ecclesiastic objects preserved lapidary inscriptions in 
Georgian asomtavruli (uncial) script, bearing evidences on 
the construction, renovation and restoration of the church. 

bediis monasteri

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomiu-
ri respublika, oCamCiris raioni, sofeli bedia.

kompleqsSi Semavali nagebobebi: RmrTismSoblis saxe-
lobis taZari, saepiskoposo palata da samreklo. 

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: istoriuli cnobebis 
Tanaxmad, bediis kompleqsi X saukunis miwuruls, 
daaxloebiT 999 wels aago gaerTianebuli saqarTve-
los pirvelma mefem bagrat III bagrationma da masve 
aq saepiskoposo dauarsebia. samonastro kompleqsis 
mTavar nagebobas warmoadgens ezos centrSi agebu-
li bediis RmrTismSoblis saxelobis taZari. mis-
gan dasavleTiT SemorCenilia bediel mitropolit-
Ta orsarTuliani sasaxle. taZari mniSvnelovnad 
gadaukeTebiaT XIII_XIV saukuneTa mijnasa da XV 
saukuneSi. samreklo XII_XIV saukuneebis nagebobas 
warmoadgens, xolo saepiskoposo palata aSenda XV 
saukuneSi bedieli  mitropolitis - anton JuanisZis 
mier. taZris interierSi SemorCenilia freskuli 
mxatvrobis sami fena, romlebic X-XI, XIII-XIV da 
XVI-XVII saukuneebiT TariRdebian.

bediis taZris fasadebze, interierSi freskebsa da 
saeklesio nivTebze SemorCenilia lapidaruli warw-
erebi, romlebic Sesrulebulia qarTuli asomTavru-
li damwerlobiT da mogviTxroben taZris mSeneblobis, 
ganaxleba-restavraciis ambavs. bediis saepiskoposo 
Sua saukuneebis erT-erT umniSvnelovanes saeklesio 
da kulturul - saganmanaTleblo centrs warmoadgen-

da. aqve iyo ganTavsebuli unikaluri wignTsacavi, sad-
ac mimdinareobda Zvel xelnawerTa gadawera, saRvTis-
metyvelo wignebis Targmna da wignTsacavis Sevseba 
axali xelnawerebiT. bediis samonastro kompleqsi 
warmoadgens saqarTvelos erTianobisa da ganuyoflo-
bis simbolos. aq dasaflavebulia gaerTianebuli saqa-
rTvelos pirveli mefe bagrat III da dedamisi - dedo-
fali guranduxti.

bediis monastris gegmarebis msgavsi ansambliT 
iqmneboda Suasaukuneebis qarTuli xuroTmoZRvrebi-
saTvis damaxasiaTebeli landSafti. ansamblis mTavar 
xuroTmoZRvrul elements gumbaTiT dagvirgvinebuli 
taZari warmoadgenda. 

kompleqss galavani Semouyveboda da mis dasavleT 
mxares, galavnis kedlis xazSi, episkoposis sasaxle 
da karibWea CarTuli. 

episkoposis sasaxlis nangrevebi taZris dasav-
leTiT, daaxloebiT 50 m-is daSorebiT mdebareobs. 
Tavdapirvelad igi orsarTuliani yofila, amJamad 
meore sarTuli TiTqmis dangreulia, darCenilia 
Crdilo-dasavleTis kuTxisa da dasavleTis kedlis 
fragmentebi. 

meore saTavsoSi Sesasvlel kars gaaCnia timpanis 
qva, warweriT. warweraSi moxseniebulni arian XVI 
saukunis qarTveli moRvaweebi _ bedieli qarTveli 
mTavarepiskoposi anton JuaniZe da kirile JuaniZe. 
TaRovani Sesasvleli Semkulia dekoratiuli orna-
mentiT. 

sarTulSua gadaxurva 1968-69 wlebis restavraci-
is dros SeukeTebiaT _ iatakze betoni dausxamT da 
zed gudronis Txeli feniT saizolacio Sre mouwyvi-

Over the centuries, Bedia Episcopal See was one of the most 
significant ecclesiastical, cultural and educational centre of 
Georgia. Archbishop Anton Zhuanisdze had established a rich 
library in the Bedia monastery, where old manuscripts were 
renovated and restored, theological treatises were translated 
and the library collection was enriched with new manuscripts. 
Bedia monastic complex is a symbol of unity and indivisibility 
of Georgia. Bagrat III, the first king of the united Georgian 
kingdom and his mother, Queen Gurandukht are buried in 
Bedia.

Bedia monastery landscape characteristic to the Middle 
Ages Georgian architecture was being created on such an en-
semble of planning. A church capped with a cupola represent-
ed the main architectural element of the ensemble. 

The complex was surrounded with a fence. On its west 
side, in the line of the fence wall, there is a bishop’s palace and 
a doorway included.    

The ruins of the bishop’s palace are located in the west of 
the church, in approximately 50 meters’ distance. In the begin-
ning, it consisted of two stories. Nowadays, the second floor is 
almost totally destroyed, only the fragments of the north-west 
corner and western wall are remained. 

The door that leads to the second store-room contains a 
timpani stone bearing an inscription on it, in which the spir-
itual Georgian workers of the 16th century such as the arch-
bishop of Bedia, Anton Juanidze, and restorer Kirile Juanidze, 
are mentioned. The arc entrance is adorned with decorative 
ornaments.     

Inter-story roofing was repaired during the restoration of 
1968-69  the floor was concreted and onto it, an isolation stra-
tum was arranged from a thin layer of the tar, which prevents 



50 51

aT, rac nagebobis pirvel sarTuls wylis gaJonvisagan 
icavs.

karibWe kompleqsis dasavleT nawilSi mdebareobs. 
mis Tavze samreklo iyo mowyobili. karibWis dasavleT 
mxares, fasadze, SemorCenilia warwera, sadac moxse-
niebulni arian XIV saukunis qarTveli  moRvaweebi. 
karibWis nageboba mierTebulia sasaxleze da masTan 
erTad mTlianobaSi aRiqmeba. karibWe gegmiT kvadrats 
warmoadgens. 

gumbaTiani taZari aris kompleqsis centralu-
ri nageboba, e.w. `Cawerili jvris“ tipis, central-
ur-gumbaTovani nageboba. gegmaSi igi sworkuTxedSi 
Cawerili jvaria. taZris centrSi, jvris mklavebis 
gadakveTaze miRebul kvadratze, afrebis saSualebiT 
amoyvanilia ToTxmetwaxnaga gumbaTi, romelSic amave 
raodenobis sarkmelebia gaWrili. gumbaTi dasavleTiT 
or calke mdgom sayrdens eyrdnoba, xolo aRmosavle-
TiT afsidis Sverilebs. jvris aRmosavleTi mklavi 
afsidiT mTavrdeba, danarCeni mklavebi sworkuTxaa. 
jvris mklavebs Soris darCenili sivrce Sevsebulia 
aRmosavleTiT - afsidis gverdiTa orsarTuliani saT-
avsebiT, dasavleTiT - damatebiTi sivrceebiT. afsidis 
gverdiTa saTavsebis mcire sarTuli erTiani kedlis 
masiTaa mocemuli, romelSic gaWrilia patara kari.

CrdiloeTisa da samxreTis navebis meore sar-
Tulze, dasavleTiT moTavsebulia patronike, sadac 
midgmuli kibis saSualebiT adiodnen. taZarSi Sesasv-
leli sami mxridanaa mowyobili, mis centrSi aRmar-
Tulia gumbaTi, garedan sufTad gaTlili qviSaqviTaa 
nagebi kiris xsnarze. eklesiis yvela sarkmlis Riobi 
SemorCenilia. interierSi maTi konturi dauzianebe-

the first floor from water leakage. 
The doorway is located in the western part of the complex, 

on top of which a bell tower of the church was arranged. On 
its west, on the façade, there is an inscription in which Giorgi 
Dadiani and King Constantine are mentioned, living in the 
14th century. The building of the doorway is joined to the pal-
ace and is perceived as one whole. The doorway represents a 
planning square. 

 The church with a cupola is the central building of the 
complex, typically similar to so-called “inserted cross”. In the 
plan, it is a cross inscribed in the rectangle. In the center of 
the church, on the square that we see on the crossroads of the 
cross arms, a cupola consisting of 14 facets is made by means 
of sails, in which the windows of the same quantity are cut. 
The cupola is based on two separately standing pillars in the 
west, and on the apses in the east. The eastern arm of the cross 
ends with an apse, whilst the remaining arms are rectangular. 
The space that is left between the arms of the cross is filled 
with two-storied store-rooms located beside the apses on the 
east, and by additional spaces on the west. The smaller floor 
located beside the apses represents a mass of entire wall, in 
which a small door is cut.    

The upper gallery is located on the second floor of the 
northern and southern naves. One can ascend by a ladder. The 
church has three entrances. A cupola is erased exactly in the 
center of the church.  From the outside, the church is built 
with a cleanly trimmed sand-stone on the lime solution. All 
the windows of the church are preserved. In the interior, their 
contour is safe. On the facades, besides two of them, all the 

xedi Crdilo- dasavleTidan / view from north-west
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lia. fasadebze ki, ori sarkmlis garda, yvela sarkme-
li dazianebulia, Camocvenilia sarkmlis sapire.

XIX saukunis dasasrulisaTvis bediis taZari ukve 
mitovebul da mcenareulobiT dafarul nagebobas war-
moadgenda, magram gumbaTis didi nawili SemorCenili 
iyo da fasadebis wyobac ukeT iyo daculi. amis Semdeg, 
XX saukunis dasawyisSi, taZris `ganaxlebis~ mizniT 
rusma ber-monazvnebma dazianebuli gumbaTi sruliad 
moSales da iolad Camosacilebeli sapire qvebi mox-
snes. 

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria  okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris Seswavla da Sesabami-
si samuSaoebis Sesruleba   SeuZlebelia.

gvaqvs informacia, rom monasterSi dawyebulia  
“sarestavracio samuSaoebi”, romelic ZeglisTvis 
SesaZloa, savalalo aRmoCndes. radgan iSleba qar-
Tuli kvali  monastris kedlebsa da istoriul fre-
skebze. bagrat III-s freska kedlis e.w. gamagrebiTi 
samuSaoebis Sedegad daikarga.  

bediis taZars miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos

erovnuli mniSvnelobis Zeglis statusi

windows are damaged. They have no adornments.    
In the end of the 19th century, the Bedia Church already 

represented a depopulated edifice, covered with plants, how-
ever, the big part of the cupola was preserved and the laying 
of apses was better protected. After this, in the beginning of 
the 20th century, with the aim to “renovate” the church, Rus-
sian monks and nuns totally removed the damaged cupola and 
took out the easily removable stones.   

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, on account of which it is impossible to study 
and to conduct the appropriate works.  

But we have information that, in the monastery they 
launched “restoration works”, because of which there is a great 
threat of erasing the church authenticity, as a result of which 
historic Georgian mural paintings are erased of the monastery 
walls. Also, the mural painting of Bagrat the third has been 
lost as a result of the so-called reinforcement works of the wall.

BEDIA CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS OF 
NATIONAL IMPORTANCE MONUMENT

xedi samxreT-aRmosavleTidan / view from south-east interieri / interior 

dasavleTi fasadi / western façade
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BEDIA CHALICE  

DESCRIPTION: The chalice dates back to 999 and rep-
resents the most significant monument among Bedia Church 
liturgical objects. It is an outstanding sample of the Georgian 
goldsmith works. Only  upper part of the chalice has been pre-
served unto now. The foot has been lost. One-line asomtavruli 
inscription running along the upper edge of the chalice tells 
that the chalice was donated by Bagrat the Third, first king of 
the United Georgian Kingdom and his mother, Queen Guran-
dukht to Bedia church, built by them. 

The Chalice used to have a golden foot too, on which 
Georgian  asomtavruli inscription narrates that it was remade 
by the order of  Bedia  Metropolital  Germane Chkhetidze in 
the 16th century. The foot of the chalice was still preserved as 
late as the 19th c., but by the end of the same century, it was 
lost again. 

This round chalice (height – 12.5 cm., diameter – 14 cm.) 
is made of single pure gold sheet. Its surface is articulated into 
12 segments with arched framing, bearing images of the Saints, 
enthroned Christ in the middle of one side and the Virgin and 
the Child – on the other. All images, except that of the Virgin, 
are provided with the explanatory inscriptions. 

CURRENT CONDITION: Bedia chalice is kept at the Geor-
gian National Museum.

bediis barZimi

aRwera: bediis barZimi TariRdeba 999 wliT da bediis 
taZris kuTvnil saeklesio nivTebs Soris umniSvnelo-
vanes Zegls warmoadgens. igi  qarTuli oqromWedlo-
bis SesaniSnavi nimuSia. Cvenamde am Tasis mxolod zeda 
nawilma moaRwia, fexi dakargulia. barZimis zeda naw-
ilSi erTstriqoniani qarTuli asomTavruli war-
weraa, romelic mogviTxrobs, rom gaerTianebuli 
saqarTvelos pirveli mefe bagrat III da misi deda gu-
randuxt dedofali barZims swiraven maT mier agebul 
bediis taZars. 

barZims aseve hqonia oqros fexi, masze amokveTi-
li qarTuli asomTavruli warwera mogviTxrobda, 
rom oqros fexi XVI saukuneSi bedieli mitropoli-
tis germane CxetiZis dakveTiT xelaxla daumzadebi-
aT. XIX saukunemde igi jer kidev arsebobda, magram 
saukunis bolos kvlav dakargula.

Tasis SemorCenili nawili momrgvalebuli form-
isaa, gamoWedilia bajaRlo oqros mTliani furclis-
agan. misi simaRle _ 12,5 sm, xolo diametri _ 14 sm-
ia. Tasis zedapiri dayofilia 12 TaRediT. TiToeuli 
TaRis qveS gamosaxulia wmindanebi, romelTa SuaSi 
erT mxares _ taxtze mjdomi qristea warmodgenili, 
xolo meore mxares _ RmrTismSobeli yrmiT xelSi. 
yvela figurasTan RmrTismSoblis garda moTavsebu-
lia ganmartebiTi warwerebi. 

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: bediis barZimi daculia 
saqarTvelos erovnul muzeumSi.
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BEDIA GULANI  

DESCRIPTION: Bedia Gulani  is manuscript of 17th -18th 
century. It consists liturgical books: the Gospel, Acts of the 
Apostles, the Epistles of the Apostles, the twelve hymns, fast-
ing, passover, psalms, church assembly, typikon, a hagiograph-
ic for   reading   and etc. Gulani is a huge collection of liturgy 
which was accessible to be purchased and manufactured only 
by rich churches and monasteries. Donor of the manuscript is 
Germane Chkhetidze, Metropolitan of Bedia had invited the 
calligrapher Gabriel Lomsanidze from Shavsheti. The manu-
script is copied by two more calligraphers: Ambrosi Karga-
reteli and Svimon Evprateli. Two pages of the manuscript are 
presented in the album. 

Bedia Gulani contains 960 pages (45,5 x 33,5 cm.), in 
nuskhuri (ecclesiastical) script, in two columns, in beautiful 
handwriting. The ink is black, titles are marked in cinnabar.

CURRENT CONDITION: At present, Bedia Gulaniis kept at 
the National Centre of Manuscripts of Georgia.

bediis gulani

aRwera: bediis gulani warmoadgens XVII-XVIII 
saukuneebis xelnawer Zegls. masSi Tavmoyrilia 
saRvTismsaxuro wignebi: saxareba, saqme mociqulTa, 
mociqulTa epistoleni, Tormetive Tvis sagaloblebi, 
marxvani, zatikni, fsalmunni, svinaqsari, tibikoni, 
mokle hagiografiuli sakiTxavebi da sxv. gulani 
uzarmazari krebulia, romlis SeZena da damzadeba mx-
olod mdidar eklesia-monastrebs SeeZloT. bediel 
germanes gulanis gadasawerad SavSeTidan mouwvevia 
kaligrafi gabriel lomsaniZe. gulanis gadaweraSi, 
agreTve, monawileobdnen kaligrafebi: ambrose karga-
reTeli da svimon evfrateli, igive svimeon giorgis 
Ze.

bediis gulani Seicavs 960 furcels, miniaturis 
zomaa 45,5 sm. X 33,5 sm. Sesrulebulia qaRaldze nusx-
uri damwerlobiT, or svetad, lamazi gakruli xeliT. 
melani Savia, saTaurebi gamoyofilia singuriT.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: bediis gulani saqarTvelos 
xelnawerTa erovnuli centrSi inaxeba.
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CHURCH OF  ST. SIMEON 

THE CANAANITE  

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, Gudauta municipality, small town of new Athoni.

CONSTRUCTION INSIDE THE COMPLEX:  the church.

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: The 
church’s initial construction dates back to the 7th -8th cc. To-
day’s   construction is a sample of the 9th -10th  cc. Georgian 
architecture. 

Based on the Georgian and foreign sources, St. Simeon 
Canaanite, together with the St. Apostle Andrew, were the 
first ever persons who preached Christianity in southern and 
western Georgia, including Abkhazia in the 1st century A.D.  
According to the memos of saint fathers, in 55 A.D St. Simeon 
Canaanite was martyred by pagans on the cross and buried in 
Nikopsia city, on the northern border of the historical Georgia 
(Nikopsia- presently, Russian federation, the city krasnodar).

In the 4th century, to give a tribute to the memory of the 
apostle, a small church was erected in New Athoni, which 
was presumably built of wood. But in the following centu-
ries, a church was constructed out of the white hewn stone 
that was restored several times, including one that took place 
in the 1880s. Unto now, no mural paintings have been pre-
served from the church. Such Christian symbols as fish, lion 
and cross relief images draws a spectator’s particular attention 
in its architectural décor.  

svimon kananelis saxelobis 

taZari

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtono-
miuri respublika, gudauTis municipaliteti, daba 
axali aToni.

kompleqsSi Semavali nageboba: eklesia.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: wm. svimon kananelis 
saxelobis taZris Tavdapirveli mSenebloba VII-VIII 
saukuneebiT TariRdeba, xolo dRevandeli nageboba 
qarTuli xuroTmoZRvrebis IX-X saukuneebis nimuSs 
warmoadgens.

qarTuli da ucxouri istoriuli wyaroebis Ta-
naxmad, ieso qristes mowafeebma wm. svimon kananelma 
da wm. andria pirvelwodebulma ax.w. I saukuneSi pir-
velebma iqadages qristianoba samxreT da dasavleT 
saqarTveloSi, maT Soris afxazeTSic.

wminda mamaTa gadmocemiT, ax. w. aR-iT 55 wels moci-
quli wm. svimon kananeli warmarTebma jvarze gaakres 
da daasaflaves nikofsiaSi, istoriuli saqarTvelos 
CrdiloeT sazRvarTan axlos. (nikofsia – amJaminde-
li ruseTis federacia, krasnodaris mxare).

IV saukuneSi mociqulis saxelze axal aTonSi pa-
tara eklesia aages, romelic savaraudod xis unda yo-
filiyo. momdevno saukuneebSi aq TeTri Tlili qvisgan 
aaSenes taZari, romelsac restavracia ramdenjerme 
Cautarda, maT Soris, XIX-is 80-ian wlebSi. dReisaT-
vis taZris freskuli moxatuloba SemorCenili ar 
aris. arqiteqturuli dekoridan yuradRebas iqcevs xedi samxreT-dasavleTidan / view from south-west 
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qristianuli simboloebis - Tevzis, lomisa da jvris 
reliefuri gamosaxulebebi.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria  okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris Seswavla da Sesabami-
si samuSaoebis ganxorcieleba  SeuZlebelia.

svimon kananelis saxelobis taZars miniWebuli aqvs 

saqarTvelos erovnuli mniSvnelobis Zeglis statusi

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, because of which it is impossible to study and 
to conduct the applicable works.

CHURCH OF ST. SIMEON THE CANAANITE 
HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS OF NATIONAL

 IMPORTANCE MONUMENT

aRmosavleTi fasadi / eastern façade dasavleTi fasadi / western façade tinpani / tympanum

moxatuloba / mural painting 
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KAMANI CHURCH  

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, Sokhumi municipality, near of the village Shroma.

CONSTRUCTION   INSIDE  THE COMPLEX:  the church. 

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: Kamani 
church  initial construction seems likely to be ascribable to the 
11th c. History of Kamani is linked with the name of St. John 
Chrysostom, who exiled from the Constantinople to the Black 
Seacoast, according to one of the versions, was buried on this 
spot. The church represents a hall type building, which has a 
few traces of restorations.  

In the 19th c. the church was restored and it functioned 
as a monastery. During the Soviet rule, Kamani church was, 
naturally, non-functional, but in the 1990s the church was re-
stored and the nunnery was established by the Abkhazian pa-
triot Iuri Anua, who, together with Father Andrew Kurashvili, 
the senior priest of the church, was executed by shooting in 
1993 by the separatists.

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, because of which it is impossible to study and 
to conduct the suitable works. The physical condition of the 
monument is poor. The church has cracks.

KAMANI CHURCH HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS 
OF CULTURE HERITAGE MONUMENT

Kkamanis eklesia

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis  avtono-
miuri respublika, soxumis municipaliteti, sofel 
Sromis maxloblad.

kompleqsSi Semavali nageboba: eklesia.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: kamanis eklesiis Ta-
vdapirveli mSenebloba TariRdeba XI saukuniT. taZ-
ris istoria dakavSirebulia wminda ioane oqropiris 
saxelTan, romelic konstantinepolidan SavizR-
vispireTSi gadmoasaxles da erT-erTi versiiT aqve 
aris dasaflavebuli. taZari warmoadgens darbazuli 
tipis nagebobas, romelsac ramdenime restavraciis 
kvali etyoba. 

XIX saukuneSi taZari aRadgines da igi funqcioni-
rebda rogorc monasteri. sabWoTa komunisturi xeli-
suflebis wlebSi kamanis taZari, bunebrivia, ar moq-
medebda. XX saukunis 90-ian wlebSi taZars Cautarda 
sarestavracio samuSaoebi. igi keTilmoewyo da aq de-
daTa monasteri daaarsa afxazma mamuliSvilma iuri 
anuam, romelic taZris qarTvel winamZRvarTan - mama 
andria yuraSvilTan erTad ruseT-saqarTvelos So-
ris 1993 wlis saomari moqmedebebisas daxvrites. 

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria  amJamad ok-
upirebulia ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris Seswavla 
da Sesabamisi samuSaoebis Catareba  SeuZlebelia. Zeg-
lis fizikuri mdgomareoba mZimea, taZars aReniSneba 
bzarebi.

kamanis eklesias miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos

kulturuli memkvidreobis Zeglis statusi saerTo xedi / general view samreklo / bell tower
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TSEBELDA FORTRESS  

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, Gudauta municipality, village of Tsebelda.

CONSTRUCTIONS INSIDE THE COMPLEX: watch towers, 
ecclesiastical structures, remains of the palace, diverse defense 
structures.

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: According 
to the Greek sources, Tsebelda fortress was one of the most 
significant fortification structures of the Early Medieval Geor-
gia. As evidenced by Procopius of Caesarea, 6th c. Byzantine 
historian, Tsebelda was a well-protected fortress, which played 
a significant part in the defense system of the Lazika (territory 
populated with western-Georgian tribe lazi) kingdom. Up to 
now, remnants of the past glory of Tsebelda are preserved in 
the ruins of the fortress, such as: watch towers, ecclesiastical 
structures, remains of the palace, diverse defense structures. 
In early 20th c. fragments of the mural painting were discov-
ered during the study of one of the fortress churches.

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, on account of which it is impossible to study 
and to conduct the pertinent works.  

webeldis cixe

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomi-
uri respublika, gudauTis municipaliteti, sofel 
webelda.

kompleqsSi Semavali nagebobebi: sameTvalyureo koSke-
bi, saeklesio nagebobebi, sasaxlis nangrevebi da sxva-
dasxva saxis TavdacviTi nagebobebi.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: webeldis cixe, ber-
Znuli wyaroebis mixedviT adre Sua saukuneebis saqa-
rTvelos erT-erT umniSvnelovanes safortifikacio 
nagebobas warmoadgenda. VI saukunis bizantieli is-
torikosis prokofi kesarielis cnobiT, wibeliumi 
iyo kargad gamagrebuli cixe-simagre, romelic lazTa 
(dasavlur-qarTuli tomi) samefos TavdacviT siste-
maSi mniSvnelovan rols TamaSobda. cixe-simagris 
nangrevebSi dRemde SemorCenilia: sameTvalyureo 
koSkebi, saeklesio nagebobebi, sasaxlis nangrevebi da 
sxvadasxva saxis TavdacviTi nagebobebi. gasuli sauku-
nis dasawyisSi webeldis cixis erT-erTi eklesiis 
Seswavlisas aRmoCnda freskuli moxatulobis frag-
mentebic.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria  okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris amJamindeli mdgo-
mareobis Seswavla da Sesabamisi samuSaoebis ganxor-
cieleba  SeuZlebelia.
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TSEBELDA CHANCEL-BARRIER  

PLACE OF DISCOVERY: Georgia, the Autonomous Repub-
lic of Abkhazia,  Gulripshi municipality, village of  Tsebelda.

DESCRIPTION: Among the small-size architectural sam-
ples of the Early Medieval centuries of Georgia, two tiles of 
Chancel-barrier represent one of the most significant ones, 
which were discovered in the 19th c. near Tsebelda village and 
date back to the 7th-8th cc. 

Tsebelda Chancel-barrier fragments bear a large number 
of Old and New Testament scenes, as well as ornaments. Chan-
cel-barrier adorned with so many biblical scenes is unknown 
in the Christian art; however, due to the mode and technique 
of execution, Tsebelda tiles show close affinity with the small-
sized architectural monuments from other regions of Georgia. 

CURRENT CONDITION: The main two part of Tsebelda 
Chancel-barrier  are kept at the Georgian National Museum. 
Tbilisi and small part of this Chancel-barrier is kept at the mu-
seum of Sokhumi.

webeldis kankelis fragmentebi

aRmoCenis adgili: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomiu-
ri respublika, gulrifSis municipaliteti, sofeli 
webelda.

aRwera: adre Sua saukuneebis mcire formis qarTul 
arqiteqturul nimuSebs Soris erT-erTi umniSvnelo-
vanesi adgili uWiravs sakurTxevlis kankelis or 
filas, romelic XIX saukuneSi sofel webeldasTan 
aRmoCnda da daTariRebulia VII-VIII saukuneebiT. 

webeldis sakurTxevlis  kankelis fragmentze ga-
mosaxulia ornamentebi, mravalricxovani Zveli da 
axali aRTqmis siuJetebi. am raodenobis bibliuri 
siuJetiT Semkuli kankeli ucnobia qristianuli xe-
lovnebisaTvis. es filebi gamosaxvis xerxebiTa da te-
qnikiT axlos dgas saqarTvelos sxva regionebis mcire 
formis arqiteqturul ZeglebTan.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: webeldis kankelis orive 
ZiriTadi fila inaxeba TbilisSi, saqarTvelos 
erovnul muzeumSi, xolo maTi mcire fragmentebi _ 
q. soxumis muzeumSi.

fragmenti daculia soxumis muzeumSi 

fragment is kept at the museum of Sokhumi

kankelis fragmentebi daculia saqarTvelos erovnul muzeumSi  / fragments  of chancel-barrier are kept at the Georgian national museum 
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TSARCHE FORTRESS   

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, Gali Municipality, village of Tsarche.

CONSTRUCTIONS  INSIDE  THE COMPLEX:  the castle, the 
church.

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: Near the 
village Tsarche, on the top of the high mountain is located the 
castle, walls of which are almost destroyed. The fence of the 
castle is followed by the relief of top of the mountain, that’s 
why its plan has an indecent elliptical shape, as it turns out, 
the southern side of the castle followed to the stripe of the 
rock and in the many places its bottom is sapped and brought 
down. Almost the same is in the East. The only north arc has 
been preserved on the 7-8 height. In the middle there is a nar-
row stone stair, to rise up to the combat path leading to the 
fence of the castle. On the wall of up to the 2 meter thickness 
there is constructed a fighters’ walking trail, on which there is 
enough space for two persons to freely bypass. 

Both ends of the castle are very strongly damaged, because 
of this fact we don’t have any certain idea about its shapes. At 
the end of the eastern part there has certainly been standing 
a container, however whether it was one of the towers or the 
long trailer we cannot say till the place is cleaned.

In the western end of the castle there are the greater mass-
es remained, but because of the damage there is also an un-
certainty. There is great mass on that point of the castle, above 
which, on the height of 6-7 meters, is constructed the tow-
er-like structure with a trapezoidal plan, out of which current-
ly only the lower part has been remained. 

warCes cixe

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomiu-
ri respublika, galis municipaliteti, sofeli warCe.

kompleqsSi Semavali nagebobebi: cixe, eklesia.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: sofel warCesTan, 
mTis qedze dgas cixe, romlis kedlebi TiTqmis dan-
greulia. cixis galavani qedis  reliefs mihyveba, am-
itom misi gegma uweso formis elifsuria. rogorc 
irkveva, samxreTis mxareze galavani kldis zols 
mihyveboda da bevrgan Ziri gamoclia da Cangreula. 
TiTqmis  isevea aRmosavleTiT. erTaderTi Crdiloe-
Tis rkalia 7-8 metris simaRleze SerCenili. SuaSi 
qvis viwro kibea, galavanze gamaval sabrZolo bilikze 
asasvlelad. or metramde sisqis kedelze mecixovneTa 
sasiarulo bilikia gayvanili, sadac ori adamiani Tav-
isuflad auvlida erTmaneTs gverds. 

 cixis orive bolo Zlier darRveulia, amitom 
mis formebze garkveuli warmodgena ar gvaqvs. aRmo-
savleT boloSi raRac saTavsi aSkarad mdgara, magram 
koSki iyo Tu sxva ram nageboba, am adgilis gawmendamde 
verafers vityviT. 

 cixis dasavleT boloSi nangrevis didi masaa Ser-
Cenili, magram dazianebis gamo, aqac gaurkvevlobaa. 
cixis am wvetSi didi masaa, romlis zemoT, 6-7 me-
tris simaRleze, dadgmulia trapeciuli gegmis mqone 
koSkis magvari nageboba, amJamad misi qveda nawilia 
SerCenili.

aris kidev erTi detali, esaa wylis auzi, rome-
lic mdebareobs ezos samxreT-aRmosavleTis monakveT-
Si. igi TiTqmis amovsebulia. misi kedlebi kargad, 
mkvrivad aris Selesili. 

marTalia, cixe dazianebulia, magram yvela misi 
detali imaze metyvelebs, rom igi adreulia da Zvel 
cixeTa jaWvis erT-erT rgols warmoadgens.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc cixis Seswavla da Sesabamisi 
samuSaoebis Catareba SeuZlebelia.

cixis kedlebi mZime fizikur mdgomareobaSia da 
igi saswrafo konservacias saWiroebs. 

warCes cixes miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos

kulturuli memkvidreobis Zeglis statusi

There is one more detail - a reservoir, which is situated in 
the south-eastern section. It is almost filled. Its walls are well, 
firmly plastered. 

Though it’s true that the castle is damaged, but all of its 
details point to the fact that it belongs to early times and rep-
resents one of the chains of the old castles. 

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is occupied by Rus-
sia, because of this fact it is impossible to   study of the castle 
and conduct appropriate works. 

The walls of the castle are in a heavy physical condition 
and it needs quick conservation.

TSARCHE FORTRESS HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS 
OF CULTURE HERITAGE MONUMENT
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BAGRATI FORTRESS   

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, near Sokhumi city, on the left bank of the river Besleti.

CONSTRUCTION  INSIDE THE COMPLEX: the fortress.

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: Bagrati 
Fortress was renovated on the turn of the 10th -11th centuries 
by Bagrat the 3rd, king of Georgia (978-1014). In 10th-14th 
cc.  It was a residence of Tskhumi noblemen. From the 16th c. 
onwards, when the city moved to the west, to the right bank of 
the river Besleti, it lost its significance and was desolated.

The fortress is oval-shaped in plan. Its walls are well pre-
served. The porch was defended by a rectangular tower. It used 
to be a citadel of the medieval city Tskhumi (Sokhumi). 

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, because of which it is impossible to study the 
current condition and to conduct the suitable works.  Fortress 
walls are in heavy physical condition and need urgent conser-
vation.

BAGRATI FORTRESS HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS 
OF CULTURE HERITAGE MONUMENT

bagratis cixe

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomiu-
ri respublika, qalaq soxumis maxloblad, md. besle-
Tis marcxena napiri. 

kompleqsSi Semavali nageboba: cixe.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: bagratis cixe ga-
naxlebulia X-XI saukuneebis mijnaze, saqarTvelos 
mefis bagrat III-is (978-1014) mier. X-XIV ss-Si igi 
warmoadgenda cxumis erisTavTa rezidencias. XVI 
saukunidan, rodesac qalaqma dasavleTisaken, md. 
besleTis marjvena napirze gadainacvla, man mniSvne-
loba dakarga da dacarielda.

cixe gegmaSi ovaluri formisaa. misi kedlebi kar-
gadaa Semonaxuli. oTxkuTxa koSkiT daculi karibWe 
warmoadgenda Sua saukuneebis qalaq cxumis (soxumis) 
citadels. 

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc cixis Seswavla da Sesabamisi 
samuSaoebis Catareba SeuZlebelia.

cixis kedlebi mZime fizikur mdgomareobaSia da 
igi saswrafo konservacias saWiroebs.

bagratis cixes miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos 

kulturuli memkvidreobis Zeglis statusi
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BRIDGE OF BESLETI   

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, not far from Sokhumi on the river Besleti.

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: Not far 
from Sokhumi, over the river Besleti, a single-span arched 
bridge is arranged. The bridge is built of limestone tiles and is 
faced with the hewn stone blocks, with the flat brick courses 
included between the stone masonry courses. The bridge is a 
monument of the medieval Georgian architecture, builder of 
which had a good understanding of the capacity of the river.  
Such a strong and technically high quality bridge should have 
been built on a big trade road of certain political significance. 
Analogies of  Besleti’ s bridge are found in other regions of 
Georgia, namely, Rkoni arched bridge in Kartli and Dandalo 
bridge in autonomous republic of Adjara. 

West side of the bridge bears a one-line asomtavruli in-
scription. The inscription is dated back to the late 10th-early 
11th cc.

Although, the inscription mentions King Bagrat, out of 
the great love to King Tamar (king of the United Georgian 
Kingdom 1184-1213), the bridge was given her name. 

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently oc-
cupied by Russia, because of which it is impossible to study 

besleTis xidi

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomiu-

ri respublika, gadebulia qalaq  soxumis maxloblad, 

mdinare besleTze.

istoriuli-arqiteqturuli aRwera: soxumis max-

loblad, mdinare besleTis kalapotze gadebulia erT-

maliani TaRovani xidi. igi agebulia kirqvis filebiT, 

mopirkeTebulia qvis Tlili blokebiT, romelTa So-

ris dayoliebulia brtyeli aguris Sreebi. xidi war-

moadgens Sua saukuneebis qarTuli arqiteqturis ni-

muSs, romlis xuroTmoZRvars, rogorc Cans kargad 

hqonda Seswavlili am mdinaris Tviseba. aseTi mZlavri 

da teqnikurad maRalxarisxovani xidi did savaWro 

da politikuri mniSvnelobis gzaze unda mdgariyo. 

besleTis xidis analogebi saqarTvelos sxva kuTxeeb-

Sic gvaqvs, kerZod, rkonis TaRovani xidi qarTlSi da 

dandalos xidi aWaraSi. 

besleTis xidis dasavleT kideze moTavsebulia 

erTstriqoniani asomTavruli warwera, romelSic 

moxseniebulia mefe bagrati, warwera daTariRebulia 

X-XII saukuneebiT.

miuxedavad imisa, rom warweraSi dasaxelebulia 

mefe bagrati, adgilobrivma mosaxleobam Tamar me-

fisadmi (erTiani saqarTvelos mefe 1184-1213) didi 

siyvarulis dasturad, am xids Tamaris xidi Searqva.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: vinaidan teritoria  amJamad 

okupirebulia ruseTis mier, besleTis xidis Seswavla 

da misi restavrireba SeuZlebelia. xidi saWiroebs 

gamagrebas da mcenareuli safarisgan gawmendas.

besleTis xids miniWebuli aqvs saqarTvelos 

erovnuli mniSvnelobis Zeglis statusi

and to conduct the appropriate works. The bridge needs to be 
strengthened and cleaned from verdure.

BRIDGE OF   BESLETI HAS BEEN GIVEN THE STATUS 
OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE MONUMENT
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ABKHAZIAN NOBLEMEN - 

SHERVASHIDZE’S  PALACE    

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, Gudauta municipality,  village of Likhni.

CONSTRUCTION INSIDE  THE COMPLEX:  The palace.

Historical-Architectural description: The palace is located 
in the outskirts of a vast field – “Likhtashta”. On 26 July 1866, 
anti-tsarist, anti-colonial rebellion of Abkhazia started here. 
During the suppression of this rebellion in August 1866, Rus-
sian General-Lieutenant Svyatopol-Mirski, Governor of Ku-
taisi, burnt the palace down. From this enormous structure, 
only the walls survived the fire.

Firstly, the palace was two-storied, built of diverse materi-
als (limestone, sandstone, brick, etc.). Several building layers 
are discernible in the masonry of the walls, from which, older 
was constructed in the 16th-17th cc. with limestone tiles. In 
the 19th c the palace was transformed and considerably ex-
tended.

CURRENT CONDITION: The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, because of which it is impossible to study 
and to conduct the related works. The palace is in a heavy 
physical condition. It needs urgent conservation and resto-
ration works.

SHERVASHIDZE’S PALACE HAS BEEN GIVEN THE 
STATUS OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE MONUMENT

afxazeTis mTavrebis - 

ServaSiZeebis sasaxle 

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomi-
uri respublika,  gudauTis municipaliteti, sofeli 
lixni. 

kompleqsSi Semavali nageboba: sasaxle.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: sasaxle mdebare-
obs uzarmazari mindvris - ,,lixnaSTas~ ganapiras. 
1866 wlis 26 ivliss aq daiwyo ruseTis carizmis wi-
naaRmdeg mimarTuli afxazTa antikoloniuri ajanye-
ba, romlis CaxSobisas, imave wlis agvistoSi, quTai-
sis gubernatorma, ruseTis general-leitenantma d. 
sviatopolsk-mirskim sasaxle gadawva. ServaSiZeebis 
uzarmazari sasaxlidan mxolod kedlebiRa darCa.

Tavdapirvelad sasaxle orsarTuliani iyo da age-
buli yofila sxvadasxva masaliT (kirqva, qviSaqva, 
aguri da sxva). kedlebis wyobaSi ramdenime samSeneb-
lo fena SeimCneva. amasTanave, ufro Zveli XVI-XVII 
saukuneebis - agebulia kirqvis filebiT. XIX sauku-
neSi sasaxle gadaukeTebiaT da mniSvnelovnad gaufar-
TovebiaT.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria  okupirebu-
lia ruseTis mier, ris gamoc sasaxlis amJaminde-
li mdgomareobis Seswavla da Sesabamisi samuSaoebis 
ganxorcieleba  SeuZlebelia. sasaxle mZime fizikur 
mdgomareobaSia, saWiroebs gadaudebel sakonserva-
cio-sarestavracio samuSaoebs.

ServaSiZeebis sasaxles  miniWebuli aqvs 

saqarTvelos erovnuli mniSvnelobis Zeglis statusi saerTo xedi / general view
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karibWe / entrancemTavari darbazis interieri / interior of main hall

meore sarTulis buxari / fireplace
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NEW-ATHONI  MONASTERY    

LOCATION: Georgia, the Autonomous Republic of Ab-
khazia, Gudauta municipality, small town of  New-Athoni.

CONSTRUCTIONS  INSIDE THE COMPLEX: the church, the 
monastic structures.

HISTORICAL-ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: In 1875 
monks, who came from Greece, monasteries of Mount Atho-
ni,  founded the church of St. Panteleimon on Mount Iveria, 
on the territory of present New Athoni. in 1883-1896 as well. 

In the centre of the west building 50 m. high bell-tow-
er is erected. In the lower part of the bell-tower, a monastic 
refectory is located. In the middle of the monastic complex, 
five-domed church of St. Panteleimon is erected, in the archi-
tecture of which traits of the so called Neo Byzantine style are 
discernible. Interior of the church  is totally embellished with 
the mural painting decoration. 

CURRENT CONDITION:  The territory is currently occu-
pied by Russia, because of which it is impossible to study the 
current condition and to conduct adequate works.

NEW-ATHONI MONASTERY HAS BEEN GIVEN 
THE STATUS OF CULTURE HERITAGE MONUMENT

axali aTonis monasteri 

adgilmdebareoba: saqarTvelo, afxazeTis avtonomiu-
ri respublika, gudauTis municipaliteti,  daba  ax-
ali aToni.

kompleqsSi Semavali nagebobebi: taZari, samonastro 
Senobebi.

istoriul-arqiteqturuli aRwera: 1875 wels Tana-
medrove axali aTonis teritoriaze, iveriis mTaze, 
qalkedonis naxevarkunZulis aTonis mTidan (saber-
ZneTidan) mosulma berebma wm. panteleimonis taZari 
daaarses. SemdgomSi, 1883-1896 wlebSic, axal aTonSi 
grZeldeboda  samonastro nagebobebisa da eklesiis 
mSenebloba.

samonastro kompleqsis dasavleT korpusis cen-
trSi 50 metriani samrekloa. samreklos qvemoT gan-
lagebulia monastris satrapezo, romlis kedlebi 
moxatulia. samonastro kompleqsis centrSi aRmarTu-
lia wm. panteleimonis, xuTi gumbaTiT dagvirgvinebu-
li taZari, romelic e. w. axalbizantiuri stiliTaa 
nagebi da iseve rogorc satrapezo, Signidan mTlianad 
moxatulia.

amJamindeli mdgomareoba: teritoria  okupirebulia 
ruseTis mier, ris gamoc taZris Seswavla da Sesabami-
si samuSaoebis Catareba  SeuZlebelia.

axali aTonis monasters miniWebuli aqvs

saqarTvelos kulturuli memkvidreobis Zeglis statusi
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საქართველოს კულტურული მემკვიდრეობის ძეგლთა ნუსხა აფხაზეთის ტერიტორიაზე 

# ძეგლის დასახელება აგების თარიღი ძეგლის მდებარეობა ძეგლის 
კატეგორია

გაგრის მუნიციპალიტეტი

1. ეკლესია-მონასტერი ადრე შუა 
საუკუნეები სოფ. სულევო

2. ბერძნული ეკლესია XIX ს. დაბა განთიადი

3. განთიადის ბაზილიკა VII ს. დაბა განთიადი ეროვნული

4. ეკლესია ადრეული შუა საუკ. დაბა განთიადი

5. კომპლექსი ბიჭვინთა X-XII სს. დაბა ბიჭვინთა

6. ტაძარი გუმბათიანი X ს. დაბა ბიჭვინთა ეროვნული

7. ეკლესია  შუა საუკუნეები დაბა ბიჭვინთა ეროვნული

8. ეკლესია მცირე c შუა საუკუნეები დაბა ბიჭვინთა ეროვნული

9. ეკლესიის ნანგრევები შუა საუკუნეები დაბა ბიჭვინთა ეროვნული

10. სამონასტრო ნაგებობანი
  

შუა საუკუნეები დაბა ბიჭვინთა ეროვნული

11.
ბაზილიკური ეკლესიის 

ნანგრევები დაბა ბზიფი

12. ბზიფის ტაძარი და ციხე VIII_X სს. დაბა ბზიფი



82 83

13. სამაფსიდიანი ეკლესია
 

ადრე შუა 
საუკუნეები სოფ. ალახაძი

14. ეკლესიის ნანგრევი შუა საუკუნეები ქ. გაგრა, დასახ. ლიძავა-
ტევრი

15. კოშკი შუა საუკუნეები ქ. გაგრა, ოქტომბრის ქ. №68 
სახლის ეზოში

16. ეკლესიის ნანგრევი შუა საუკუნეები ქ. გაგრა, გაგრიფშის ხეობა

17. ბერძნული ეკლესია XIX_XX სს. ქ. გაგრა, ალპური გზის მე-6 
კმ.

18.
წმ. ევპატიოსის 
გამოქვაბული შუა საუკუნეები ქ. გაგრა, ციზევრას ხეობა

19. ეკლესია ბაზილიკური VI-VII სს. ქ. გაგრა ეროვნული

20. გაგრის ცენტრალური პარკი ქ. გაგრა

21. გაგრის ციტრუსების მეურნეობის 
ძველი ბაღი ქ. გაგრა

გუდაუთის მუნიციპალიტეტი

22. ეკლესია განვით. შუა 
საუკუნეები 

სოფ. ხოფი, ჩრდ-
დასავლეთით 3 კმ.

23. ეკლესია გვიანი შუა საკუ. სოფ. ყულანურხვა

24. ტაძარი გუმბათიანი X-XI სს. სოფ. ფსირცხა, მიდამოები

25. ბაზილიკა სიმონ კანანელისა X-XI სს. სოფ. ფსირცხა, მიდამოები

26. ციხე შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. ფსირცხა, მიდამოები

27. ციხე XIV-XV სს. სოფ. ფსირცხა, მიდამოები

28. სხვა ნაგებობანი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. ფსირცხა, მიდამოები

29. ციხე შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. ოთხარა

30. დოლმენები ძვ.წ. II ათასწ.I 
ნახევარი სოფ.ოთხარა

31. გუმბათიანი ტაძარი X-XI სს. სოფ. ლიხნი ეროვნული

32. შერვაშიძის სასახლე X-XI და XIX სს. სოფ. ლიხნი ეროვნული

33. სხვა ნაგებობანი XIX ს. სოფ. ლიხნი ეროვნული

34. ეკლესია “აბა-ათა»
 განვით. შუა საუკ. სოფ. ლიხნი, დასავლეთ 

განაპირას ეროვნული

35. გალავანი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. კალღახვარა ეროვნული

36. კოშკები შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. კალღახვარა ეროვნული

37. ტაძარი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. კალღახვარა ეროვნული

38. სხვა ნაგებობანი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. კალღახვარა ეროვნული

39. ციხე “ჰასან-თაბა»
 შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. კალღახვარა, მდ. 

ბზიფის ხეობა

40. სტელა არაბული წარწერით გვიანი შუა საუკ. სოფ. კალღახვარა, სკოლა-
ინტერნატის მუზეუმი

41. ეკლესია განვით. შუა საუკ. სოფ. ზვანდრიფში, ადგილი 
“აფსარხუ»
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42. ციხე შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. დურიფში, მდ. ხიფსას 
ხეობა

43. გამოქვაბული (სახიზარი) შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. ბარმიში, საკალმახე 
მეურნეობასთან

44. ეკლესია “სერი ბაბა» განვით. შუა საუკ. სოფ. ბამბორა, ზღვისპირას

45. დოლმენები ძვ.,წ. II ათასწ.-1 ნახ. სოფ. აჭანდარა, თეიმურაზ 
ივანეს ძე შამუგიას 

საკარმიდამო ნაკვეთი
ეროვნული

46.
სვიმონ კანანელის 
გამოქვაბული ადრეული შუა საუკ. სოფ. ანუხვა, სამხრეთ-

აღმოსავლეთ განაპირას

47. ეკლესია განვით. შუა საუკ. სოფ. ანუხვა, სამხრეთ-
აღმოსავლეთ ნაწილში

48.
ბერების საცხ. სახლი

XIX ს. სოფ. ანუხვა, სოფ. ცენტრი

49. ეკლესია VIII-IX სს.
სოფ. აბღარქუხი. 

აღმოსავლეთით ნაწილი 
ამბარა

50. სასახლე X ს.
სოფ. აბღარქუხი. 

აღმოსავლეთით ნაწილი 
ამბარა

51. გალავანი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. აბღარქუხი. 
აღმოსავლეთით ნაწილი 

ამბარა

52. ციხე შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. აბღარხუქი “მუშბების 
ადგილი»

53. ქვედა ციხე განვით. შუა საუკ. ქ. ახალი ათონი ივერიის 
(აფსარის) მთა ეროვნული

54. ზედა ციხე განვით. შუა საუკ. ქ. ახალი ათონი ივერიის 
(აფსარის) მთა ეროვნული

55. ეკლესია VIII-IX სს. გადაკ. 
XIX ს.

ქ. ახალი ათონი ივერიის 
(აფსარის) მთა ეროვნული

56. სხვა ნაგებობანი განვით. შუა საუკ. ქ. ახალი ათონი ივერიის 
(აფსარის) მთა ეროვნული

57. კოშკი განვით. შუა საუკ. ქ. ახალი ათონი, სანაპირო

58. წმ. პანტელეიმონის მონასტერი XIX ს. II ნახ. ქ. ახალი ათონი

59. სვიმონ კანანელის ეკლესია IX-X სს., გადაკ. XIX 
ს. II ნახევარში ქ. ახალი ათონი ეროვნული

60. ახალი ათონის პარკი ქ. ახალი ათონი

61. ტაძარი გუმბათიანი VI-VII სს. სოფ. დრანდა ეროვნული

62. ეკლესია შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. ბაბუშარა

63. გულრიფშის ბაღი დაბა გულრიფში

ოჩამჩირის მუნიციპალიტეტი

64. ადაგუას მთის ეკლესია შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. ჯგერდა

65. ტაძარი X ს. სოფ. მოქვი, მიდამოები ეროვნული
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66. სამრეკლო გვიანი შუა საუკ. სოფ. მოქვი, მიდამოები ეროვნული

67. ერთნავიანი ეკლესია XI ს. სოფ. ილორი ეროვნული

68. სამრეკლო გვიანი შუა საუკ. სოფ. ილორი ეროვნული

69. გალავანი გვიანი შუა საუკ. სოფ. ილორი ეროვნული

70. ეკლესია მარმალაბაა გვიანი შუა 
საუკუნეები სოფ. აძიუბჟა, მიდამოები

71. ტაძარი გუმბათიანი X-XIII სს. სოფ. აგუბედია, მიდამოები ეროვნული

72. სამრეკლო XIII-XIV სს. სოფ. აგუბედია, მიდამოები ეროვნული

73. სასახლე შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. აგუბედია, მიდამოები ეროვნული

74. სხვა ნაგებობანი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. აგუბედია, მიდამოები ეროვნული

სოხუმის მუნიციპალიტეტი

75. ღვთისმშობლის ნაეკლესიარი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. ქვემო ბირცხა

76. ციხე შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. ფსხე

77. წმ. გიორგის სახელობის ეკლესია XX ს. სოფ. პავლოვსკოე

78. ღვთისმშობლის ნაეკლესიარი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. ოდიში

79. წმ. ილიას ეკლესია XX ს. სოფ. ნახშირა

80. წმ. პანაიას ნაეკლესიარი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. ნახშირა

81. ფერიცვალების სახელობის ეკლესია XIX ს. სოფ. მთისკალთა

82. ეკლესიის ნანგრევები XIX_XX სს. სოფ. მთისკალთა

83. ეკლესია XIX_XX სს. სოფ. კელასური

84. ციხედარბაზი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. კამანი, აღმოსავლეთით

85. იოანე ოქროპირის ეკლესია ადრე შუა 
საუკუნეები სოფ. კამანი

86. ეკლესიის ნანგრევი ადრე შუა 
საუკუნეები სოფ. ზემო იაშთხვა

87. ეკლესია XIX ს. სოფ. ზემო ეშერა

88. წმ. დემეტრეს ეკლესია XX ს. სოფ. ზემო ბირცხა

89. ციხედარბაზი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. გუმისთა

90. ციხის ნანგრევი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. გუმისთა

91. ციხის ნანგრევი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. გუმა, ჩრდ-ით

92. წმ. გიორგის ეკლესია XIX ს. სოფ. ბესლეთი

93. ეკლესია განვით. შუა 
საუკუნეები სოფ. ბესლეთი, სასაფლაოზე

94. წმ. თევდორეს ეკლესია ადრე შუა 
საუკუნეები სოფ. ახალშენი

95. ციხის ნანგრევი შუა საუკუნეები სოფ. ახალშენი

96. სალოცავი ”იოანე ნათლისმცემლის თავი” გვიანი შუა 
საუკუნეები სოფ. ახალშენი

97. წმ. გიორგის ეკლესია XX ს. სოფ. აჩანდარა

98. წმ. ელიას სახელობის ეკლესია 1910 წ. სოფ. ამზარა

99. სოხუმის სინაგოგა XX ს. ქ. სოხუმი

100. დიოსკურიას ციხე ჩვ.წ. აღ II ს. ქ. სოხუმი ეროვნული

101. ბესლეთის ხიდი XII-XIII სს. ქ. სოხუმი, მიდამოები ეროვნული
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List of  Georgian cultural heritage monument  on the territory of Abkhazia

# Name of monument Date of 
construction Location of monument Category of  

monument

municipality of Gagra

1. Church-monastery Early middle ages Village of  Sulevo

2. Greek  church 19th   c. Small town of Gantiadi

3. Basilica of  Gantiadi 7th  c. Small town of Gantiadi monument of 
national importance

4. Church Early middle ages Small town of Gantiadi

5. Complex of Bichvinta 10th -12th  cc. Small town of Bichvinta

6. Domed church 10th  c. Small town of Bichvinta monument of 
national importance

7. church Middle ages Small town of Bichvinta monument of 
national importance

8. church Middle ages Small town of Bichvinta monument of 
national importance

9. Ruins of church Middle ages Small town of Bichvinta monument of 
national importance

10. The  monastic  complex Middle ages Small town of Bichvinta monument of 
national importance

11. Ruins of  Basilica  Church Small town of Bzipi

გალის მუნიციპალიტეტი

102. ეკლესია XIX ს. სოფ. ჩხორთოლი

103. ეკლესია XIX ს. სოფ. ოქუმი

104. ნათლისღების ეკლესია XIX ს. სოფ. წარჩე

105. ეკლესია XIX ს. სოფ. ღუმურიში

106. წმ. გიორგის სახელობის ეკლესია XIX ს. სოფ. ჭუბურხინჯი

107. ციხე ადრე შუა 
საუკუნეები სოფ. წარჩე
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12. Bzipi’s  church and fortress 8th -10th  cc. Small town of Bzipi

13. The church of three apses
early middle ages Village of Alakhadzi

14. Ruins  of  church middle ages Town of Gagra, populated 
lidzava-Tevri

15. Tower middle ages Town of Gagra, Street 
October №68 

16. Ruins of church middle ages
Town of  Gagra, Gagripshis 

Valley

17. Greek church 19th -20th  cc. Town of  Gagra, the Alps 
road 6 km.

18. St.  Eupatius’s cave Middle ages Town of  Gagra, Tsizevras 
Valley

19. Basilica church 6th-  7th   cc. Town of  Gagra monument of 
national importance

20. Gagra’s central park Town of  Gagra

21. Old  agricultural  garden in Gagra Town of  Gagra

municipality of Gudauta

22. church Middle ages Village  of Khopi, 3 km 
north-west.

23. church Late middle ages Village  of  kulanurkhva

24. The domed church 10th- 11th  cc. Village of Psirtskha, 
surroundings

25. St. Simeon the Canaanite’s  Basilica 10th- 11th  cc. Village  of  Psirtskha, 
surroundings

26. Fortress Middle ages Village of Psirtskha, 
surroundings

27. Fortress 14th -15th  cc. Village of Psirtskha, 
surroundings

28. Other buildings Middle ages Village of  Psirtskha, 
surroundings

29. fortress Middle ages Village of Otkhara

30. Dolmens first half of the 2 
Mill. B.C. Village of Otkhara

31. The domed church 9th -10th  cc. Village of  Likhni monument of 
national importance

32. Shervashidze’s palace 9th -10th cc. and 
19th cc.

Village  of Likhni monument of 
national importance

33. Other buildings 19th  c. Village of  Likhni monument of 
national importance

34. “Aba-ta” church Middle ages Village of  Likhni (west) monument of 
national importance

35. Fence Middle ages Village of  kalgakhvara monument of 
national importance

36. Tower Middle ages Village of  kalgakhvara monument of 
national importance

37. church Middle ages Village  of kalgakhvara monument of 
national importance

38. Other buildings Middle ages Village of kalgakhvara monument of 
national importance

39. “Hasan-Taba” fortress Middle ages Village of kalgakhvara
(Bzipi river’s  gorge)
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40. Stella  with  Arabian Inscription Middle ages
Village of kalgakhvara  
Museum of Boarding 

School

41. Church Middle ages
Village of  Zvandripshi, the 

place «Apsarkhu»

42. Fortress Middle ages Village of Duripshi (Khipsa 
river’s valley)

43. Cave Middle ages Village of Barmishi

44. “Seri Baba” Church Middle ages Village of Bambora, 
riverside

45. Dolmens first half of the 
second Mill. B.C.

Village of
Achandara, Ivan 

Shamugia’s residential land
monument of 

national importance

46. St. Simeon the Canaanite’s  cave Early middle ages Village of Anukhva, (south-
east)

47. Church Middle ages
Village of Anukhva, (south-

east)

48. Cell 19th   c. Village of Anukhva 
(centre)

49. Church 8th -9th  cc. Village Ambara (east side)

50. Palace 10th   c. Village of Ambara (east 
side)

51. Fence
middle ages Village of Ambara (east 

side)

52. Fortress middle ages Village of Abgarkhuqi

53. Lower Fortress Middle ages
Town of  New Athoni  

(Apsara) mountain monument of 
national importance

54. Upper fortress Middle ages
Town of  New Athoni  

(Apsara) mountain monument of 
national importance

55. Church 8th- 9th   cc. 
rebuilt  19th   c.

Town of  New Athoni  
(Apsara) mountain monument of 

national importance

56. Other buildings Middle ages
Town of  New Athoni  

(Apsara) mountain monument of 
national importance

57. Tower Middle ages Town of New Athoni, 
riverside

58. St. Panteleimon’s monastery
second  half of  

19th c. Town of  New Athoni

59. St. Simeon the Canaanite’s church

9th  -10th  cc.  
Rebuilt

second  half of 
19th  c.

Town of  New Athoni monument of 
national importance
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60. New –Athoni park Town of  New Athoni

61. The domed church 6th -7th  cc. Village of  Dranda monument of 
national importance

62. church middle ages Village of Babushara

63. Garden of Gulripshi Small town of Gulripshi

municipality of Ochamchire
64. Adagua’s Mountain Church middle ages Village of Jgerda

65. church 10th  c. Village of Mokvi, 
surroundings

monument of 
national importance

66. Bell tower Late middle ages Village of Mokvi, 
surroundings

monument of 
national importance

67. The Single-nave church 11th  c. Village of  Ilori monument of 
national importance

68. Bell tower Late middle ages Village of  Ilori monument of 
national importance

69. Fence Late middle ages Village of Ilori monument of 
national importance

70. “Marmalabaa” church Late middle ages Village of Adziubja, 
surroundings

71. The Domed church 10th- 13th  cc. Village of Agubedia, 
surroundings

monument of 
national importance

72. Bell tower 13th -14th  cc. Village  of Agubedia, 
surroundings

monument of 
national importance

73. Palace middle ages Village of Agubedia, 
surroundings

monument of 
national importance

74. Other buildings middle ages Village of  Agubedia, 
surroundings

monument of 
national importance

municipality of Sokhumi

75. The ruins  of  virgin’s church middle ages Village of  (lower) Birtskha
76. Fortress middle ages Village of  Fskhe

77. Saint George’s  church 20th   c. Village of Pavlovskoe

78. The ruins of virgin’s church middle ages Village of Odishi
79. St. Ilia’s church 20th   c. Village of Nakhshira

80. The ruins of   St. Panaias’ s church middle ages Village of  Nakhshira

81. Transfiguration Church 19th  c. Village of Mtiskalta

82. Ruins of church 19th- 20th  cc. Village of  Mtiskalta

83. church 19th- 20th  cc. Village  of Kelasuri

84. Castel middle ages Village of  Kamani (east)

85. St. John  Chrysostom’s church Early middle ages Village of Kamani

86. Ruins of church Early middle ages village of (upper) Iashtkhva

87. church 19th  c. Village of (upper) Eshera

88. St. Demetrius’s  church 20th  c. village of (upper ) Birtskha

89. Castel middle ages Village of Gumismta

90. Ruins of fortress middle ages Village of Gumismta

91. Ruins of fortress middle ages Village of Guma (north)
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92. Saint George’s  church 19th  c. Village of Besleti

93. Church Middle Ages Village of Besleti

94. Saint Teodora’s  church Early Middle Ages Village of Akhalsheni
95. Ruins of fortress middle ages Village of Akhalsheni

96. St. John  Chrysostom’s chapel Late Middle Ages Village of Akhalsheni

97. Saint George’s  church 20th c. Village  of Achandara

98. Saint Elia’s  church 1910 year Village of  Amzara

99. Synagogue of Sokumi 20th   c. Town of  Sokhumi

100. Dioscuria fortress second  Mill. B.C. Town of Sokhumi monument of 
national importance

101. Bridge of Besleti 12th-13th  cc. Town of Sokhumi, 
surroundings

monument of 
national importance

municipality of Gali

102. Church 19th  c. Village of  Chkhortoli
103. Church 19th  c. Village of  Oqumi
104. Church 19th  c. Village of  Tsarche
105. Church 19th  c. Village of Gumurishi
106. Saint George’s  church 19th  c. Village  of Chuburkhinji
107. fortress Early Middle Ages Village of  Tsarche


